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| | Of the Preſent 3 
STATE and GOVERNMENT 
OF THE 


| EMPIRE of GERMANY. 


Ina LETTER to Thomas Foley, Eſq; 


you asked me my Thoughts of the preſent State and Govern- 
ment of the Empire, now Vacant by the Death of the Em- 
peror Joſeph. It was not poſlible for me in an Hour's Diſ- 


1 N a late Converſation you were pleaſed to Honour me with, 


© courſes. to give you ſo full and exact an Account of that Matter, as 


I could have wifh'd ; and therefore to ſupply what I had not 
then an Opportunity of ſaying, I immediately determined to de- 


fire a Friend to Tranſlate into Eng/if the following ſhort Trad, 


written about two Years ago upon that Subjeck. I with it may ſa- 


tisſie your Curiofity, and beg you will, at leaſt, vouchſafe it 
your Acceptance, as a Mark of my Efteem, and of the Deſire I have 
of the Continuance of your Favour. | | 


» 
LY 


What we now call the Enpire, is, in reality, no more than a 


Commonwealth, whereof the Emperor is the Head; and the three 
ſeveral Colleges, of the Electors, of the Princes or Lords who. 
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hold their Fiefs immediately from the Emperor, and of the Im- 
perial Cities, are the Principal Members. For the better Explain- 2 
ing the Nature of the Government of that great and powerful Body, 
it is requiſite to look pretty far back, and to ſet forth in few 
Words how it was Conſtituted after the Fall of the Houſe of Char- 


1 l/emaigne, Founder of the new Weſtern Empire. 
i J « a "Ip 2 3 


| {i | {That P rince, whoſe Father had made A 
I. The Weſtern Empire himſelf King of France, to the Prejudice of ; 


8 French = 3 the laſt of the Poſterity of C/ovzs, or, as they 1 
| and devolves apo un the are uſually called, the Merovingians, car- 1 


ried his Conqueſts very far into Germany, Ita- 
| hand Spain; was ſolemnly Proclaimed Em- 

| peror at Rome, in the Year 800, and Crown'd by Pope Leo the 
| Third : Whether it were owing to the Conqueror's Ambition, or 
| tothe Importunity of the Romans themſelves, who were grown. 
uneafie under the Dominion of the Grecian Emperors, then Ma- 
ſters of Rome and Italy by the Expulſion of the Kings of the Oftro- 
goths, and had preſſed Charlemaigne, their new Lord, to take upon 
him the Stile of Auguſt and of Emperor. Ts by” 


Houſe of Auſtria. 
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| Lewis his Eldeſt Son ſucceeded in the Empire as his undiſpu- 
| ted Right, and the Imperial Crown continued Hereditary 'till the 


entire Decay of the Houſe of Charlemagne, which is mentioned Fo 
| in Hiſtory as the ſecond, Race of French Kings, by the Name of * 
Carlovingians or Carolinians, Hugh Capet, the Firſt, of the Fa- 
mily that is now upon the Throne, ſeized the Crown of France 3 
in his Wrong in whom the Carol nian Race ended; Arnulphus or 
Arnold declared himſelf King of Germany or Eaſt- France, as Bozon 
did of Burgaunay, which laſt eſtabliſh'd his Reſidence at Arles in 
| Provence, Arnold went from Germany into Italy, and was Crowr- 
t; Emperor at Rome by Pope Formoſus in the Year 896. Lewis |, © 
the Fourth, his Son, ſucceeded him, and died without Iſſue in the / 
e s. W TS 88 3 5 ; 
Aere it is neceſſary to obſerve, that after CHarles the Second, / 

ſurnamed the Bald, the youngeſt Son of Lewis the Firſt, who was 1 

called the Gent ie, had uſurped the Empire from the eldeſt Branch 1 
| of his Family, atid had procured himſelf to be Crowned Emperor j 

by Pope John the Eighth ; that Title was given only to thoſe who F 
being Maſters of Rome, received the Imperial Crown 1 the 
| ope's 
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than upon the Archbiſhops of Ments and Cologne, 


\ i4; 6 

Pope's Hands, as Charlemaigne had done. Lambert, Berengarius, 
Radulphus or Ralph, Princes of Lombardy or Burgundy, aſſumed 
the Title of Kings of Italy during the Diſorders occafion'd by the 


Fall of the Houſe of Charlemaigne, and were ſtiled Emperors ſo 
ſoon as the Pope had Crowned them. The German Authors place 


Conrad and Henry, both the Firſt of their Names, in the Rank of 
Emperors, but in truth they were no more than barely Kings of 
Germany. Otho, ſurnamed the Great, who from Duke of Sax9ny 
became Succeſſor to Henry the Firſt, is, properly ſpeaking, the firſt 
German Emperor. Being invited into Italy by a powerful Party of 


his Adherents, he was Crowned King at Milan, and afterwards 


Emperor at Rome, by the Hands of Pope John the Twelfth, in the 
Year 962. Whether this came to paſs 5 Right of Conqueſt, or by 
the free Election of the People, grown weary of the Oppreſſion they 
ſuffer d under ſeveral petty Princes of that Country, muſt remain 
undecidet. 5 | 

Be that as it will, ever ſince the Eleventh Century the Popes, 
without any juſt Ground, have pretended that as Otho the Firſt and 
his Succeſſors were not {tiled Emperors till they had been Crown- 


ed by the Pope, it follows that the Weſtern Empire is a Grant or 


Fief in the Pope's Diſpoſal, for either of theſe two may be meant by 
the Word Benefic:um in their barbarous Latin. Inſigne Coronæ be- 
neficium tibi contulimus, was the arrogant Expreſſion of Pope A- 
adrian the Fourth, in a Letter to the Emperor Frederick the Firſt, in 


the Lear 1157 To which that Prince boldly replied, That as he 


etc held the Kingdom of God alone, and the Empire by the Election of 
ic the Princes thereof, whoever durſt ſay he had received either from 
te the Pope, as a Grant or a Fie,, lyed”. Cum per 
electionem Principum a ſolo Deo Regnum & Impe- E 3 = 
rium nytrumſit ..... Quicunque nos Im. 


perialem Coronam pro beneficio a Domino Papa ſuſcepiſſe dixerit, 


mendacii reus erit. Liberam Imperii Coronam di vins 


bend ſicio tantum adſcribimus. Electionis primam vicem Mag un- 
tino Archiepiſcopo, deinde quod ſupereſt cæteris ſecundum Ordinem 


principibus ; regalem Unttionem Colonienſi, ſupremam vero, que 


Imperialis eft ſummo Pontiſici. Quicquid præter hæc ex abun- 
danti eſt, a malo eff. A convincing Proof that the ancient Empe- 


rors looked upon their Coronation by the Hands of the Pope, but 
as a meer Ceremony, and owned no greater Dependance upon him 


Ot 
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6. 
Otho the Third dying. without Hue, Henry the Second, Duke 


of Bavaria, attained to the. Empire; and he Iikewife having no 


Children, was ſucceeded by Conrad the Second, called the Salique, 
of the ancient Houſe of Franconia, whoſe Off-ſpring and Succeſ- 
ſors had great Diſputes with the Pope touching the Inveſtiture of 


Biſhopricks and Abbies, a Right which was then in the Emperor's 


Poſſeſſion. From that time forward the Popes formed a powerful 
Party in Italy,, and made it their continual Endeavour to leſſen and 
aboliſh the Emperor's Auttiority in Rome and in Italy, which De- 
ſign they at laſt accompliſhed, after divers long and bloody Wars. 


It was about the middle of the Xtlth Century that feveral great 
Towns of Italy began to grow Independant, and to erect them 


ſelves into Commonwealths; for whatever the Venetiuns may pre- 
tend, their entire Freedom is of no older Date. | | 
The Male Line of the Princes of Franconia being extinct, 
Conrad the Third, of the Houſe of Swõ]abia, obtained the Impe- 
rial Crown in the Year 1138. His Nephew and Succeſſor, Frede- 
rick the Firſt, maintained the Rights of the Empire againſt Papal 
Uſurpation, with great Reſolution and Courage, and Pope Alex- 
ander the Third incited moſt of the Towns in Lombardy to enter 
into a Confederacy againſt him, under pretence of defending their 


Liberty. Hereupon two Parties, diftinguiſh'd: by the Names of 


Guelphes and Guzibelins, were formed in Italy, of which the former 
adhered to the Pope, and the other to the Emperor. | 

At this very time, when the Imperial Authority was ſo fiercely 
attack'd in 1taly, Henry the Sixth, Son and Succeſſor of Frederick 


the Firſt, became more powerful in that Country, by his Marriage 
with Conſtance, Heireſs of the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; 


gained by Robert Guiſcard, a Norman Prince, who having expel- 


led the Greeks and Saracens out of thoſe Countries, the better to 


Support his Title by the Pope's Protection, whoſe Power was then 
increafing, held them as: Fiefs of the. Raman See. Frederick the 


Second, Henry's Son and Succeſſor, poſſeſſed thoſe two States, to- 


gether with the Empire, who had ſharp and long Diſputes with 
the Pope. Gregory the Ninth and Innocent the Fourth Excommu- 
nicated him, declared his Imperial. Crown to be forfeited, and in- 


cited ſome Princes of Germany to chuſe another Emperor in the 


Year 1239. Upon which occafion I muſt not omit 


2 — the Reply, * Mathe Paris, an Engliſh Hiſtori- 
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an, tells us, was made by Leuis the Ninth of 
| | France 
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France to Pope Gregory's Legates, in a full Aﬀembly of all the 

Great Men of his Kingdom, That it was aſtoniſhing to ſee the 
«Pope's Arrogance in pretending to Depoſe an Emperor, to which he 
had no manner of Right”. Quo Spiritu vel auſu temerario, Papa 
tantum Principem, non convictum nec confeſſum de objettis ſibi 
criminibus exheredavit & apice Imperiali præcipitavit? qui fi 
meritis exigentibus caſſanaus eſſet non niſi per generale Concilium 
caſſandus judicaretur. The Right of Depoſing Princes does cer- 
tainly as little appertain to a General Council, as to the Pope; 


but ſo far did the Superſtition of that Age prevail with good 


St. Lewis, and the chief of his Kingdom, that they thought it 
might. 

Il do not know but this might encourage Innocent the Fourth, 
Gregory's Succeſſor, to Excommunicate and Depoſe the fame Fre- 
derick in a Council held at Lyons in the Year 1245. However 
that might be, ſame German Princes, at the Pope's Inſtigation, 


Elected Henry, Landgrave of Thuringen, and afterwards William 


of Holland, to the Imperial Dignity, who difpured it with 
rederick the Second, and Conrad the Fourth, his Son. Theſe 
Diſſent ions accaſioned ftrange Diſturbances in Germany. Richard 


- Duke of Corutual, Brother to Henry the Third, King of England, 
and ip honſa the: Tenth, King)of Caſtile, were ſueceſſively Elected 
Emperars ! The former went into Germany to make good his 
Election, but was obliged to return into his own Country, where 
he died ſoon after; the other being fully employ'd at home by the 
| fn either durſt not, or could not leave his own Dominions 
J f. 


at the Princes of the / Einpire wear ied by his Delays, did in 


the Year 1273, notwithſtanding the Proteſtations of his Ambafſa- 


- dors, Ele& for their Emperor, Rodolphus Earl of Hapsbourg, a 
_ Caſtle between Baſil and Zurich in Swifſerland,, _ 
13 This Prince, deſcended, as is ſaid, from a younger Brother of 
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ef Swabia and Auſtria. Thus did Rodolphus add to the Poſſeſ- 


the Houſe of Alſace, whereof the Duke of Lorrain, and Princes 


of that Family are now the eldeſt Branch, gained the Dutchy 
of Auſtria from Ottecarius, King of Bohemia, that had ſeized it 


Houſe of Auſtria, whom Charles Duke of Anjou, and King of 
Naples, had cauſed to be beheaded, together with Conradin, Son 
of the Emperor Conrad the Fourth, and Grandſon of Frederick 
the Second, exterminating, by that cruel Execution, thetwo Houfes 
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ſigns of his Family a Rich and Fair Province, from which his 
Son Albert and all his Poſterity took their Name, and hence ſprung 
the new Houſe of Auſtria, which more fortunate in their Alliances, 
than by their Conqueſts, gave Fourteen Etnperors to Germany, and 


Seven Kings to Spain. Nodolphus, who minded nothing but 


his Eſtabliſhment in Germany, neglected Italy, would not give 
himſelf the trouble to fetch the Imperial Crown from thence, and: 
Sold to the Genoeſe, the Florentines, the Boloncſe, and thoſe of 


Lucca the Privileges and Immunities they have fince enjoy'd, re- 
ſerving no more to himſelf than their Homage, and an empty 
Title of Soveraign. 2 ol 


Rodolphus endeavoured in his Life-time to have 


= þ ry th 1 1 ſecured the Empire for his Son Albert, whom 
Elan. he had created Archduke of Auſtria, but could 

Iiot effect it; and three Months after his Death, 
Adolphus, Earl of Naſſau, by the Management of his Kinſman, 
Gerrard Archbiſhop of Mentæ, was choſen Emperor. Adolphus, 
a Prince of great Courage, but very looſe Morals, became ſo in- 
ſupportable to his Country-men, that they at length reſolved to 


deprive him of the Empire, and reſtore it to the Houſe of Au- 
firiaz and accordingly Albert, Son of Rodolphus, being advanced 
to the Imperial Throne, killed Naſſau with his own Hand in a 


memorable Battel fought near Spire. „ 

Under this Albert's Reign, about the Year 1308, was the firſt 
Confederacy of the Switzers formed. The Cantons of Ury, 
Sweitz and Underwald, exaſperated by the ill Treatment they 
received on Account of their having ſided with Aaolphus, expelled 
the Emperor's Officers, andentered intoan Alliance for Ten Years, 


which after a. Victory gained towards the end of the Year 1314, 


over Leopold Duke of Auſtria, Son of Albert, they made perpe- 
tual. The Canton of Lucern united with them in the Year 1332, 


Zurich and Glaris in 1351, Zug and Bern the Year following. 
Fribourg, Soleure, Baſil, Sraffouſen and Appentet came later 


into this League, ſome in the XVth, and the reſt in the X VIth 
2 %% ũ ü oO: Fi | 407% 

In the Year 1308, Henry Earl of Luxembourg was Elected to 
the Imperial Throne, vacant by the Death of Albert of Auſtria. 


He; like a wiſe Prince, immediately took to care eſtabliſh his Fami- 
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h in Germany, by matching his Son Fohn with Elizabethy 


ſprung - Heireſs of Venceſlaus King of Bohemia: By which means that 


ances, fine Kingdom, that once was Elective, came to the Houſe of 
„ and Luxembourg, by whom it was enjoyed ſome time, till by ano- 
g but ther Marriage it fell to the Houſe of Auſiria, together with the 
t give _+ Kingdom of Hungary, both being acquired by the Emperor S1g:/- 
e, and. mund, Grandſon to Henry the Seventh, of whoſe Reign is now 
oſe of before us. 


d, r- All being now quiet in Germany, Henry reſolved to re- 
empty _ frieye the Imperial Rights in Italy, which were almoſt entirely 
loſt by the neglect of his immediate Predeceſſors, of whom, fince 
| © Frederick the Second, not one had paſſed the Alps. Moſt Towns 
o have _ refuſed to acknowledge the Emperor, and either laboured under 
whom the Oppreſſion of petty Tyrants, or were torn to pieces by 
could the bloody Diſſentions between the Cuelphs and the Gibelins, 
Death ' who not regarding the Intereſt either of the Emperor or the Pope, 
which they had made their Pretence, took no other Care but to 
bus, increaſe their own Power in their reſpective Towns, and to ex- 
ian. pel their Adverſaries. This gave riſe to a great number of lic- 
0 tle Principalities in Lombardy that were after wards ſwallow'd up by 
13 the Popc, the Dukes of Mzan and the Republick of Venice. 
The City of Rome, from whence Pope Clement the Fifth was re- 
moved to Avignon, was miſerably rent by theſe two Factions, 
the Eibelins being headed there by the Houſe of Colonna, that 
. ſtood up for the Emperor, and the Guelphs by that of Urſini, 
eit which ſided with the Pope. 


4 - Ihe chief Cities of Lombardy opened their Gates to Henry, 
" len who according to ancient Cuſtom received the Iron Crown at 
57 Milan, and the Golden one at Rome, where that Solemnity was 
3 performed by three Cardinals, appointed by the Pope for that 
N 9 | 


+ Purpoſe. The Diſpute between this Prince and Robert of Anjou 
Pere Eing of Navarre, was attended by another between the Pope and 
1332») | the Emperor. Clement the Fifth, who had undertaken to bring 
theſe two Princes to an Accommodation, did arrogantly in a Let- 
| ter to ſome Cardinals expreſs himſelf to this purpoſe; That 
X Vith Henry and Robert being under a double Obligation to obey 
him, as well by reaſon of the Oath of Allegiance they had 
„ Sworn to him, as of the Benefits they had received at his 
Hands, ought to ſhew more Zeal than any one elſe for the 
„ Church's Service“. The Emperor moved with Indignation at 
Bak this 


[ 10 } 
this Pretenſion of the Pope, that the Empire was held of him 
and in this Reſpe& was upon an equal Foot with the Kingdom 
of Naples, proteſted by a Solemn and Authentick Act, “That 
“ neither he, nor any of his Predeceſſors did ever Swear Allegi- 
& ance to any Man. 


Henry's Impatience to be Crowned at Nome, gave the Pope 
an Opportunity of ſpeaking after this manner. The Emperor, 
either by his Ambaſſadors, or in his own Perſon, had Sworn, 
« That he would not publiſh any Ordinance in Rome without 


& Clements Conſent; That he would reſtore the Church 


c Lands; That he would exalt Holy Church, and would in his 
e own Perſon and by his Officers maintain her Rights to the ut- 
« moſt of his Power; That he would be the Protector, the De- 


cc clar'd Advocate and Defender of the Pope and Church of 


« Romez That he would employ all his Might to Support the 


« Church in her Patrimony, her Poſſeſſions, Rights, and Pre- 


«© heminences*. Tho the Terms of this Oath ſeem pretty ex- 
tenſive, yet Henry argued, “ that far from having taken ſuch an 
« Oath as a Vaſſal does to his Sovereign, he had promiſed no 


«© more than Kings uſually do at their Coronation, vi. to Protect 


ct and Defend their Subjects, and to maintain the Rights and Pri- 
cc yileges of the ſeveral Orders in the State. 

Henry carried his Pretenſions very far. He aſſerted that the 
Kingdom of Naples was an Imperial Fief, cited judicially King 


Robert to appear before him at Piſa, put him under the Ban of 


the Empire, deprived him of his Kingdom, and invefted therewith 


Frederick King of Tinacria or Sicily; and Robert was in great 
Danger of being actually diſpoſſeſſed, had not Henry's Death, 


that happened in the Year 1313, delivered him from ſo potent 
an Adverſary. This Emperor is ſaid to have been Poyſon'd with 
a Conſecrated Hoſt, tho? others affirm that he died of a raging 


Fieaver, occaſion d by an lmpoſthume in his Thigh. 


* * 


* 


Upon his Death the Princes of Germany were divided; the 


greater Number choſe Lewis Duke of Bavaria Emperor; the 1 
reſt Elected Frederick Duke of Auſtria, eldeſt Son of the Em- _ 


peror Albert, who being overcome in Fight, and taken Priſoner, 
Lewis the, Fourth remained in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Empire, 


with his Rival's Conſent. Pope John the Twenty Second, Suc- 


ceſſor to Clement the Fifth, preſuming yet farther than any of 
his Predeceſfors had done, diſcharged the Imperial Vicars whom 


Fleury 


1. 
1 
c 
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Henry the Seventh had eſtabliſn'd in Italy, and cited the two 
Competitors to apprar and make out the Validity of their Ele- 
tion before him, as having received from God, in the Perſon of 


St. Peter, *the Sovereign Dominion over Heaven and Earth; cuz 


in perſona Beati Petri, terreni ſimul © caleftis Imperii jura Deus 
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ipſe commiſit. 


It will not * very ſtrange that Lewis, a Prince of a great 
and bold Spirit, ſhould reſent ſuch an Affront and quarrel with 


this Pope, who to aggravate the matter, accuſed him of He- 
reſy. Things were carry'd to that Extremity, that the Em- 
peror, provoked by the Excommunication that was thundred out 


againſt him, got another Pope Elected, and pretended to recover 
the Rights which from the time of Charlemaigne had been en- 


joy'd by him and his Poſterity and the former German Emperors 


touching the Nomination of Popes. Clement the Sixth being 
promoted to the Papal See, upon the Death of Bennet the 


Twelfth, who had ſucceeded John the Twenty Second, procured 
Charles of Luxembourg Marquiſs of Moravia, Son of John 
King of Bohemia, and Grandſon of the Emperor Heury the 
Seventh, to be Elected Emperor in the room of Leuis, whom 
Clement pretended to be legally deprived of the Imperial Crown: 


But in ſpight of all the impotent Efforts of his Competitor, 


Who was nick-nam'd The Prieſt's Emperor, Lewis enjoyed the 
Empire till his Death, which happen'd in 1346. 


The Princes who were in the late Emperor's Intereſt did ſuc- 


ceſſively chuſe two Perſons to fill his Throne, in oppoſition to 
| Charles, but one was mean enough to reſign his Pretenſions to 
him for a Sum of Mony, and the other dying in a ſhort time af- 
ter his Election, Charles the Fourth remained in Poſſeſſion of 

the Empire, which under his Reign fell to a total Decay both in 

Italy and in Germany. He was more Covetous than even Ro- 


Aulphus the Firſt, and being wholly intent upon the Improve- 
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ment of his Kingdom of Bohemia, would {ell new Immunities to 
the ſeveral Towns, and Mortgage or Alienate the Revenues of 
the Empire for his own particular Profit, as if he had purpoſely 
and in concert with the Pope and Foreign Princes done what lay 
in him to weaken and ruin it. 


The Publication of the Golden Bull in the General Diet: held 


1 at Nuremburg in the Year 1356, is the moſt memorable Tranſ- 
.. aCtion of this Prince's Reign, whoſe Conduct made him deſpi- 
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cable both in Italy and in Germany. He was ſo Baſe as to ſubmit 


to the Condition impoſed on him by the Pope, That he ſhould 
ii continue at Rome no longer than ſhould be neceſſary for the So- 
c lemnity of his Coronation. The Conſtitution or Edict IJ have men- 
tioned, was named the Golden Bull, from the Emperor's Seal ap- 


pended thereto, Which was made of that Metal, for the Latin 


Word Bulla, a Seal, was uſed in thoſe Days in that ſignification. 
By this Inſtrument were regulated and fix'd the Manner and 


Ceremonies of the Election of Emperors, the number of Ele- 
_ tors, their Funct ions, their Rights and Privileges. There were 
but Twenty Three Articles ſettled at Nuremberg, the remaining 


Seven were added in a ſecond Diet held at Metz about the end 
of the ſame Year. | 


Here Authors have great Diſputes concerning the Number of 


the Princes Electors being reduced to Seven. Some aſcribe this 
Inſtitution to the Emperor Otho the Third, and Pope Gregory 
the Fifth, towards the end of the Xth Century; others af- 


firm it to be of a much later Date. Wickefort, in his Trea- 
riſe of the Election of the Emperor, and of the Electors of the 
Empire, does evidently Demonſirate that the former Opinion is 
not to be defended. It were needleſs to give an Abſtract of his Ar- 


guments, every underſtanding and unbiaſs d Perſon muſt Subſcribe 
to them: But all do not agree with him, that the number of Ele- 
tors was fix d by the Golden Bull, iſſued by Charles the Fourth, 


and not before. Theſe two different Opinions may be caſily 


reconciled. 


It is certain the Empire deſcended by Succeſſion ſo long as it 


continued in the Family of Charlemaigne ; which being extinct, 
the Kingdom of Germany, that till then had been Hereditary, 


like the Crown of France, became Elective, but yet in ſuch man- 


ner that the Princes and. Prelates of Germany, when they pro- 
ceeded to an Election, had regard to the Deceaſed King's Poſte- 
rity, and even to his Nomination of a Succeſſor, if he died with- 
out Iſſue Male. The Imperial Dignity being annex'd to the King- 
dom of Germany in the Perſon of Otho the Firſt, the Emper- 
ors of the Houſes of Saxony, Franconia and Swabia, did all en- 
deayour to ſecure to their Poſterity the Succeſſion to the Empire: 
However the Emperors were always Elected, as the former 


Kings of Germany had been. The manner of the Election was 


only altered from time to time. It was made in a numerous Aſ- 
| | „ ſembly, 
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F ſembly, reſembling in great meaſure a general Meeting of the 


C13] 


7 


States of a Kingdom. 


At firſt the Deputies of the ſeveral Cities were admitted, to re- 
preſent the People; and becauſe Italy, and Rome it ſelf were be- 
come Members of the German Empire, the Princes, Lords and Ci- 
ties of Italy, and the Pope himſelf by his Legates, as repreſenting 
the People of Rome, did ſometimes Vote in theſe Elections. Thoſe - 
Princes who held great Offices in the Empire having more Credit 
and Authority than the reſt, found means in ſome Occaſions to 


: prevail with the Aſſembly to proceed no farther than to a Nomi- 


nation of ſuch Perſon as they judged fitting, and to preſent him 


to them for their Choice and Approbation. If they pitched upon 
any other Perſon, then their Election was to be approved by a Ma- 


jority of the General Aſſembly : But if any Diviſion happened a- 
mong the great Officers, in this Caſe every one gave his Vote in the 
General Aſſembly, without any further Regard had to them, as 


. diſagreeing among themſelves. 


- AfterConrade the Third, the firſt Emperor of the Houſe of $44- 


bia, the Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical Feudataries of the Empire 


were only admitted to Elections. After that of Frederick the Firſt, 
Nephew and Succeſſor of Conrade the Third, the Germans reſer- 
ved to themſelves alone the Right of Voting: And ſince the Ele- 
ction of Frederick the Second his Grandſon, the Right of chuſing 
an Emperor was by the common Conſent of the Princes transferred 


to the ſeven great Officers named in the Golden Bull. In the Year 


1239, Pope Gregory the Ninth having Excommunicated Frede- 


* rick the Second, as we are told by Albert Abbot of Sraden, who 
_. wrote in thoſe Times, he endeavoured to perſuade the German 
Princes to chuſe another Emperor; to which they replied the Year 


1 following, That the Pope had nothing to do to intermeddle in an 


“Affair of this Nature. By the unanimous Conſent of the Princes, 
fays this Author, © thoſe to whom the Ele&ion of an Emperor ap- 


3 * pertains, are the Archbiſhops of Triers,, Mentæ and Cologne, the 


* Earl Palatine of the Rhine, the Duke of Saxony, the Marquis of 


9 Brande nbourg and the King of Bohemia. Ex prætaxatione Prin- 
cipum & Conſenſu, eligunt Imperatorem Trevirenſis, Mogun- 
Tinus, &c. 5 N | | | 


This is the firſt mention in Hiſtory, of the Seven Elefors. The 


: | Abbot of Staden giving us no Account of the Year when the 
\ Decree of the German Princes was made, we muſt place this Tranſ- 


action 
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action beeween the Election of Frederick the Second, which was in 
the Year 1240, according to ancient Cuſtom, by the Feudatary 


Princes of the Empire, and the Anſwer they gave to Pope Gregory 
the Ninth in the Year 1240, as we are told by the Abbot of da- 


| den. It is to be obſerved, that from this time to the Publication 
of the Golden Bull, it appears all the Princes of the Palatine Fa- 


mily, and of the Houſes of Saxony and Brandenbourg, had a Right 
to Vote at the Election of an Emperor, and upon this Foundation 
Wickford had reaſon to alledge, that the Number of Electors was 


not entirely fix d before the Golden Bull. | 


. i Wenceſlaus was elected Emperor in the 
III. The Alterations Year 1378, upon the Death of Charles the 


that happened under the Fourth, his Father. He followed his Exam- 
Emperors of the Honſes _ 


7 ple, in ſelling the Imperial Rights in Ger- 
of Taxembourg e Ar 1.41), and ſquandring away all its Revenues. 


The Cities of Italy purchaſed of him a Con- 


firmation of the Immunities they had ; bought of Char les the 


Fourth. John Galeas, Nephew and Succeſſor of Viſconti, who 


had poſſeſſed himſelf of Milan, and feveral other Towns in Lom- 


bardy belonging to the Empire, obtained from Wenceſſaus for a 


Sum of Mony the Title of Duke of Milan, and all the Royal Pre- 
rogatives which the Emperors had over Milan, and the other Towns 


within this new Principality. Hence was the Riſe of the Dutchy 
of Milan, one of the fineſt Fiefs the Empire has in 1zaty, which 
by Charles the Fifth was ſince brought into his Family. The 


Electors, moved with Indignation to ſee all xuaning to Ruin, re- 
ſolved to Depoſe Winceſlaus, who befides was become unſufferable 


by his Cruelty and other Enormities; which they accompliſhed 


in the Year 1400. At the ſame time they revoked and annulled 


all he had done to the Prejudice of the Empire, and without the 
Conſent of the Electors and States thereof. The Sentence of 
Deprivation pronounced againſt him by the Archbiſhop of Menrs 
in the Name of all the Electors, is to be ſeen in the Firſt Volume 


of the Imperial Conſtitutions, collected by Go/42/t, and runs thus, 


Nos Johannes Archiepiſtopus nomine Dominorum Sacri Romani 
Imperii Coeleftorum . .. . . . hac noſtra Sententia quam preſenti 
ſcripto damus ac ferimus, Dominum Venceſlaum cen inutilem, 
negligentem, difſpatorem ac indignum Sacri Romani Imperii De- 
fenſorem, eodem Romano Imperio omnique ejus gradu, dignitate 
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a4 ditione ad idem pertinente, privamus & ſubmovemus, &c. 
Some Imperial Cities were willing to have adhered to the depoſed 
Emperor, but he abſolved them from their Oath, upon Condi- 
tion they ſhould preſent him with a quantity of their beſt Wine. 


Frederick Duke of Brunſwick and Lunenbourg was elected in his 


room, but being killed in the Journey he had undertaken to come 


and receive the Imperial Crown, Rupert or Robert Earl Pa- 


- latine of the Rhine was choſen to ſupply the Vacancy. This Em- 


peror went into Italy to recover from 7h Galeas the Dutchy of 
Milan, that had alienated him by Wenceſlaus: But his Endea- 
vours proving unſucceſsful, he returned into Germany, where he 
died in the Year 1410. The Emperors Robert and Lewis of Ba- 


. varia were deſcended from Otho Earl of Wittelſpach, whoſe Po- 
ſterity does at this time enjoy the Palatinate of the Rhine and the 


Dutchy of Bavaria, which laſt was in the Year 1180, by the 


Emperor Frederick the Firſt, beſtowed upon the Earl of W:zcet- 


ſpach. | 

/ Sigiſmund, ſecond Son of Charles the Fourth, was afterwards 
"choſen Emperor. He acquired the Kingdom of Hungary by his 
Marriage with Mary the eldeſt Daughter of Lewis the Firſt, King 


of Hungary, who died without Iſſue-Male, and inherited that of 
-Bohemia from Wenceſlaus his elder Brother the depoſed Emperor, 


- who did not dye till ſome time after $;gi/mmund's Acceſſion to the 
Empire: He ſold the Electorate of Brandenbourg to Frederick Bur- 
grave of Nuremberg, deſcended from the Houſe of Ho/enzollern, 
whoſe Poſterity does ſtill enjoy it. He afterwards took the Ele- 


- Qorate of Saxony from the ancient Family of that Name, and gave 


it, in the Year 1423, to Frederick Marquis of Mi/nick, to whoſe 
Poſterity it does yet remain. Charles the Fourth had conſtituted 
Amedeus, Earl of Savoy, perpetual Vicar of the Empire in 1ta/y, 


_ whole Grandſon, in the Year 1416, obtained from $:2:/mmnnd the 
Title of a Duke. - | | | 


2 h Sigiſmund's eldeſt Daughter was married to Albert Duke of Au- 
ria, who was elected Emperor, and crowned King of Bohemia 


and Hungary upon the Death of his Father-in-Law, which hap- 


pened in the Year 1437. Albert enjoy d the Empire but two Years, 
and left a Son named Ladliſiaus, who reigned in Hungary and Bo- 


Hhemia, and dying without Iſſue thoſe two Kingdoms were loſt to 
the Houſe of Au/iria, but reveſted to it afterwards by the Marriage 


of 
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of Anne Jagelon, Daughter of | Ladiſlaus the Second, and Siſte- 


to Lewis the Second, Kings of Hungary and Bohemia, with Fer” 
dinand of Auſtria, Brother to the Emperor CHarles the Fifth, and 
his Succeſſor in the Empire; for Lewzs was ſlain in the Battel of 


Mohats by the Turks, and left no Iſſue. 


From the Year 1438 the Empire has continued in the Houſe of 
Auſtria. Frederick the Third was advanced to the Imperial Throne 
in 1440, upon the Death of Albert the Second, his Couſin-Ger- 


man. He went to Rome, and was Crowned there in the Year 1451, 


and at the ſame time ratified the Convention he had made with. the 


Cardinal Caravajal, Legate from Pope Nicholas the Fifth, that 


goes by the Name of the German Concordatum; by which are ſet- 
led the manner of electing to Biſhopricks and Abbeys, and preſent- 
ing to other Eccleſiaſtical Benefices in Germany, when they be- 
come Vacant. This Concordatum was ranked among the Funda- 
mental Laws of the Empire, as well as the Golden Bull. Before 
Martin Luther's Reformation it was generally obſerved through- 


out the Empire, but now it is of Force in thoſe Provinces only 


which retain the Roman Religion. A French Tranſlation of it is 
to be met with in the Third Part of Hez/s's Hiſtory of the Empire. 
The Deſign of this Concordatum was to redreſs, in ſome meaſure, 
the Grievances of the German Nation, which were laid before 
the Council held at Be{f/ in the Year 1431. 

Frederic the Third erected ſome new Titles in Italy. The 
Marquis of Eſé was created Duke of Modena and Reggio, which 
Cities were both Imperial Fiefs; from him are deſcended the Dukes 
of Ferrara and Modena, the former of which Dukedoms was taken 


from them by Pope Clement the Eighth. Frederick being bleſſed 


with a very long Reign, made it his Buſineſs to aggrandiſe his 


Family. He married his Son Maximilian with Mary the only 
Daughter and Heireſs of Charles Duke of Burgundy in the Year 
1477, by which means the Seventeen Provinces of the Nether- 

lands came to the Houſe of Auſtria, Philip, Son of Maximilian 


and of Mary of Burgundy, married in the Year 1497 Joan, named 
the Fool, Daughter of Ferdinand King of Arragon, and of 1/abella 
Queen of Caſtile. Her Brother Prince John, her eldeſt Siſter 


Iſabella Queen of Portugal, and her Nephew Prince Michel, 


Queen Iſabellas only Son, being dead, Joan above-mentioned, 
Mother to Charles the Fifth, inherited the Kingdoms of Caſtile, 
: Arragon, 
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j Arragon, Naples and S:cily, 
 Weſt-Indies. Thus from the little County of Hapsbourg in Swiſ- 
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and the Spaniſh Settlements in the 


ſerland, did the Houſe of Auſtria, in few more than Two hun- 


dred Years, arrive to that pitch of Greatneſs and Power, which 


made it fo formidable to all Europe inthe beginning of the RVIth 


Century. Bella gerant alii tu felix Auſtria nube, was very juſtly 
ſaid by a certain Author. 


Maximilian was choſen King of the Romans in the Year 1485, 
his Father Frederick, who wiſely foreſaw that this would effe- 
 Etually ſecure him the Empire, having prevailed with the Ele- 
. tors to do it in his Life-time ; and the ſucceeding Emperors of 
that Family have conſtantly purſued the ſame Method whenever 


it was in their Power. He accordingly became Emperor upon 
his Father's Death. in 1493. 


Under his Reign the Reformation 


oh of thoſe Errors and Superſtitions, which, thro? the Ignorance of 
* later Ages, had crept into the Chriſtian Religion, began in Ger- 
* many, in the Lear 1517. This Revolution was attended with 
: 4 many Alterations in the Empire, and a very great Diminution of the 
re. Emperor's Authority; whereof ſome faint Remains had yet been 
re. Preſerved by Maximilians more immediate Predeceſſors. He 
"x died in 1519, and left none but Grand-Children ; Philip the 
Firſt, Archduke of Auſtria, a Title his Father had given him, 
"= dying before him in the Year 1506. | 
ch Charles the Fifth, eldeſt Son of Philip, was elected Emperor 
at Franc fort ſome time after his Father's Death. By the Per- 
ſwaſion of Frederick Duke of Saxony, the Electors, jealous of 
85 the growing Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, ſtipulated, That 
s Charles ſhould ſign a Capitulation of their framing, for the Pre- 
} c ſervation of the Rights and Privileges belonging at that time to 
4 themſclves and the other Members of the Empire. This was 
4 the firſt time that Cuſtom was introduced, which was obſerved 
„ after, and has at length reduced the Empire to a perfect Ari- 
d ſtocracy. The Capitulation each Emperor ſigns is ook d upon 
„ 8a F undamental Law during his whole Reign, and the Electors 
* take care to enlarge it upon every new Election. Thus it is that 
* 4, 62 and the other Princes of the Empire have ſo far augmented + 
5 their Power, that they are in a manner become Independant So- 
* ereigns. The Third Part of Heiſs's Hiſtory hath in it the Ca- 
pPaitulation made with the late Emperor Leopold, which the Electors 
= = : C loaded 
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loaded with many new and unuſual Conditions, the better to 
reſtrain him from attempting to follow the Example of his 
Grand- Father Ferdinand the Second, who had almoſt made him- 
ſelf Abſolute over all Germany. ; | 
Since the Diet held at Spzre in the Year 1529, thoſe who ad- 
| hered to Lu:her's Reformation have been called Proteſtants, 
from a Proteſtation the Princes of that Perſuaſion and fourteen 
Imperial Cities made againſt the Decree of that Aſſembly. 
Theſe entred into a Defenſive Alliance againſt all who ſhould at- 
tack any one or more of them, and they refuſed to acknowledge 
Ferdinand the Emperor's Brother as King of the Romans, who 
was elected to that Dignity in the Year 1531, by the Diet chen 
met at Co/ogne; but the Proteſtors alledged, © That this was an 
e Infringement of the Golden Bull, and an open Attempt upon 

“ the Rights and Liberties of the Empire. | 
Charles the Fifth having found means to divide and weaken 
the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany, underiook to make thoſe who 
embraced it reſtore the Biſhopricks, Abbeys, and other Church 
Livings of which they had poſſeſſed themſelves ; and would, 
Perhaps, have entircly oppreſſed them after the Defeat of Fohn 
Frederick, Elector of Saxony, at Mulberg, inthe Year1547, and 
the Neceſſity to which Milliam Landgrave of Heſſe was reduced 
of ſubmitting himſelf to the Emperor at Difcretion, if Maurice, 


6: ot x 8825 e 
SAC IRS : Wn £-— 7" 0 
W 


whom he had made Elector of Saxony, Fohn Frederick being put | 


under the Ban of the Empire, had not, in 1552, by his dextrous 
Management diſappointed Char/es's vaſt and ambitious Deſigns. 
Ferdinand being by this time univerſally acknowledged King of 
the Romans, thought of gaining the good Will of the Prote- 
ſtants by his Moderation, as a means to ſecure to himſelf the 
peaceable Succeſſion to the Empire. He therefore prevailed 
with his Brother the Emperor to condeſcend to a Treaty of Pa- 
cifieation with the Proteſtants, which was figned at Paſſau in 
the Year 1552; and upon this Foundation ſtood the Liberty o 
Conſcience the Proteſtants enjoy'd from that time to the Trou- 
bles that happened in the Reign of the Emperor Ferdinand the © 
Third, being about ſixty Years, During all that time, the + 
Treaty of Paſſau was obſerved as a Fundamental Law of the 
Empire, as was likewiſe a Decree of the Diet of Augsbourg in 
1655, whereby that Treaty is confirmed, and the Proteſtants are 
EN quieted 
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uieted in the Enjoyment of what they then poſſeſs d. Both 
theſe Inſtruments are inſerted in the Third Part of Heiſs's 


Niſtory. | 


The Empire was pretty quiet at Home under the Reigns of 
Ferdinand the Firſt, Maximilian the Second, and his two Sons, 
Nodolphus the Second and Mathias; till Ferdinand the Second, 
having by the Death or voluntary Reſignation of his Couſins, 
gotten the Archdutehy of Auſtria and the Crowns of Hungary 


; and Bohemia, was promoted to the Imperial Throne in the Year 
1619. This Emperor, equally addicted to Ambition and Super- 


ſtition, undertook not only to Ruin the Proteſtants, but to make 


himſelf Abſolute throughout Germany. The Proteſtants, tho? he 


N pretended only to the obliging them to reſtore the Church Lands 
and Benefices they had uſurped ſince the Treaty of Paſſau, and 


contrary thereto, being perſwaded that no leſs was intended than 
a total Subverſion of the Government, and the depriying the 
ſeveral Princes and States thereof of their Rights and Liberties, 


called Guſtavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, to their Aſſiſtance. 


This was the beginning of a long and bloody War, of which Fer- 


' dinand did not live to ſee the Iſſue. It was ended by his Son Fer- 


diinand the Third; who having been elected King of the Romans 


in 1636, ſucceeded bim in the Empire the Lear following. Under 
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his Reign Peace was reſtor' d in the Empire by the Treaty of Weg- 


phalia, in the Vear 1648, which ſetled all Matters in Diſpute as 
well between the Emperor and the Proteſtants, as between ſc- 
veral Princes of the Empire, who had various Pretenſions upon 
each other. A conſiderable Alteration was made by this Treaty to 


the Conſtitution, as it was ſetled by the Golden Bull, in erecting 
an _— Electorate in Favour, or rather to the Prejudice, of 


Charles Lewis, Son of Frederick King of Bohemia and Earl Pa- 
latine of the Rhine, whom Ferdinand the Second, in the Year 
1621, had put under the Ban of the Empire, and deprived of 


his Birthright, beſtowing his Electoral Dignity upon Maximi- 


lian Duke of Bavaria. Thus did the Earl Palatine of the Rhine, 
from firſt Elector of the Empire, become the laſt of that Order. 


. The Treaty of Weſtphalia has obtained the Force of a Funda- 
mental Law of the Empire, equally with the Golden Bull. Hei/s 


has placed this Treaty alſo in the Third Part of his Hiſtory of 


3 the Empire, 
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Theſe are the Inſtruments by which is ſetled all that concerns 


the general Government of the Empire; The Golden Bull of 


Charles the Fourth, The Imperial Capitulation, and The Treaty 


of Weſtphalia ; to which may be added the German Concordatum, 
that is ſtill obſerved in the Popiſh Provinces. The Treaty of 


Paſſau is now quite out of Date, Matters being otherwiſe and 
better ſetled by the Treaty of Weſtphalia, which is therefore re- 
ligiouſly complied with by Parties of both Perſuaſions, notwith- 
ſtanding the Proteſtation of Chigi, Pope Innocent the Tenth's 


Nuncio at Munſter, againſt the Secularizing or Impropriation of 
ſeveral Biſhopricks and other Church Livings, and the Privileges 


then granted to thoſe the Roman Catholicks are pleaſed to call 
Hereticks, 


The Kingdom of Germany, as it was form- 


IV Of the Emperor's ed out of the broken Remains of the Empire 


. as it ſtands at 
preſent. | | 

Frame of Government and thoſe Laws which 
had obtained under him and his Poſterity. There were from time 
to time certain Meeetings held, to which thoſe fince called Diets, 


General States, and Parliaments, do owe their Riſe. The Sub- 


jects being thus Aſſembled, conſidered of ſuch. Matters as were re- 


commended from the Throne, and their Reſolutions thereupon be- 


ing laid before the Sovereign, his Conſent gave them the Force 


of a Law. Res ſingulæ ad eſectum productæ glorioſi Principis 


auditui in Sacris ejus Obtutibus exponebantur & 2 datd d 


Deo Sapientid eligeret omnes ſequebantur; ſays Hincmar, who 
was Archbiſhop of Reims under the Reign of one of Charlemaigne's 


_ Grandſons : And indeed all the States that were formed in ſeveral 


Provinces of the Roman Empire by the Goths, the French and 
the Jaxons enjoyed this happy Conſtitution, which England 
alone has been ſo wiſe as to preſerve, while France, Spain, Italy, 


Sweden, and Denmark, have ſubmitted to the Yoke of Arbitrary 


Power. ; | e 
The Empire being annex d to the Kingdom of Germany under 


Otho the Firſt, the Government of both was alike. The Emperor 


had in Germany and Italy the ſame Sovereign Authority, as the 
Kings of France and England had in their Kingdoms. TheEmpe- 
Tor alone appended his Golden Seal to the Imperial Conſtitutions, 


that 
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founded by Charlemaigne, retained that 
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rns that were publiſhed in the Diets; which Cuſtom laſted till the 
of Reigns of Frederick the Third, and Maximilian the Firſt. But 


aty nov there are added the Seals of ſome Electors or their Deputies, of 
m, ſome Princes or Earls of the Empire, Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, 
of and of that Imperial Town where the Diet is held. Charles the 
nd Fourth, in his Golden Bull, ſpeaks after the manner of Kings and 
re- Sovereigns, Of our certain Knowledge, Authority, and Imperial 
th full Power; Marks of Sovereignty that were not aboliſh'd before 
hs theCapitulation with Char/es the Fifth. In the Year 1500 Mai- 
of milian began to add theſe Words in ſome of his Ordinances, With 
ges the Conſent of the Electors. Now no Edict or Conſtitution is 
all nade but with the Conſent of the States of the Empire, and in a 


General Diet, by way of Contract or mutual Obligation between 
the Emperor and the Members of the Empire; We have agreed 


m- With the States, and they with Us, upon what follsws. In a 
ire Reſolution of the Diet held at Ratisbon in 1654, the Emperor 
nat Ferdinand the Third cauſed theſe Words to be incerted, By Our 
ch fyull Power and Imperial Authority; which gave ſuch Offence to 
me _ the Members of the Diet, who had forgot the ancient Form, and 
fs, were become more careful of their Liberty than People were in 
b- former Times, that he was forced to excuſe it upon the Ignorance 
re- of the Clerk who had drawn up that Inſtrument; ſo true it is, that 
be- the Imperial Sovereignty is almoſt come to nothing. 

rce HI ſhall not enter into the Particulars of what now remains of 
bis itz; they are ſet forth in Heiſs's Hiſtory, Book IV. Chap. III. It 
22 will be ſufficient to acquaint you, that All the Emperor can do of 


ho 4 his own Authority is no great matter; it amounts chiefly to the 

granting certain Privileges, giving the Inveſtiture of all Imperial 
ral Piefs, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, receiving the Oath of 
nd _ Allegiance, which the Ele&ors, Princes, and generally all the Mem- 


nd 3 bers of the Empire, are to {wear to Him and the Empire jointly, 
ly, _ diſpoſing of certain Offices, erecting great Titles and Dignities, 
ry and beſtowing Principalities and States that devolve to the Em- 


pire by Confiſcation, or otherwiſe, upon ſuch Perſons as he thinks 
ler fit. As for Matters of higher Importance, ſome may not be tranſ- 
or adcted by the Emperor without the Electors Conſent, and others with- 
he _ out that of all the States of the Empire. The Electors are to be 
de- conſulted with, about the putting a Prince or other Member of the 
ns, Empire under the Imperial Ban, and the Confiſcating his Goods 
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and Eftate, the putting him to Death, or depriving him of his 
Place and Vote in the Diet: But as to Affairs of Religion, the En- 
acting, Altering, or Repealing of Laws, the Regular ing of Coins, 
Weights and Meaſures, the Declaring of War in the Name of the 
Empire, the Laying of Taxes, Levying of Forces, and Building 


of Forts and. Caſtles elſewhere but in his own particular Domi- 


nions, the making Treaties of Peace or of Alliance in the Name of 
the whole Empire : None of theſe things can be done by the Em- 
peror without the Concurrence of all the States. | 
From the time of NRodolphus the Firſt, Charles the Fourth, and 
Wenceſlaus, the Diminution of the Emperor's Revenues has been 


yet greater than that of his Authority. There is not one Town 
in all Germany that belongs to the Emperor, as ſuch. The cuſto- 
mary annual Subſidies paid him by the Imperial Cities, do not 


amount in the whole to Four thouſand Pounds Sterling. So long ago 
as the XIVth Century, Charles the Fourth told ſome Deputies who 
attended him in the Name of the Empire, That his Revenue from 
e his Kingdom of Bohemia was greater than all the Empire y ield- 
« ed him”; but this was his own Fault, for had he not Sold and 


Alienated his Dominions in Itaſy and Germany, they had certain- 


ly been better worth to him than his Kingdom of Bohemia. It 


has been aſſerted by ſome Authors, that in the XIIth Century, in 


the Reign of Frederick the Firſt, the Emperor's yearly Revenues 
did amount to Twelve hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling, a 


very conſiderable Sum in thoſe Times; and yet the Empire had 


even then loſt a great part of its Rights in Italy and elſewhere. 
Philip Landgrave of Heſſe, telling a Miniſter of Charles the Fifth, 
« That he was very Fortunate in being advanced by the Electors to 


cc the Imperial Dignity”; was anſwer'd, © It ought rather to have 
* been ſaid, that Germany was happy in an Emperor enabled to 


« maintain the Dignity of ſo illuſtrious a Title, by the great Re- 


. © venues of his own particular Dominions. 


The Subfidy called the Roman Month, is of no private Advan- 


tage to the Emperor. This is a Contribution granted by the States 


of the Empire, for the Subſiſtence of the Troops raiſed for their 
common Preſervation, and for other publick Occafions. By the Im- 


perial Matricula, each Member of the Empire is to furniſh a certain 


Number of Horſe and Foot Soldiers, or an Equivalent in Mony 
payable Monthly. The States of the Empire were in former 
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then a Right to Sit and Vote in the Imperial Diet. 
Princes and States having ſince ſeparated from this great Body, 
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Times obliged to Raiſe and Maintain Twenty thouſand Foot» 
and Four thouſand Horfe, to attend the Emperor when he went 
to Rome. Thoſe who could not conveniently ſpare Troops» 
gave an Equivalent in Mony; from hence came the Stile of 
Roman Month. In the Reign of Charles the Fifth this Equi- 


valent was fix d at Twelve Florins for a Trooper, and Four for 
2 Foot Soldier: It has ſince been augmented to Sixty for the 


Horſe, and Twelve for the Foot; hence it comes that Fzve Ro- 
man Months, inſtead of one, are granted for the former, and 
Three for the other, the Monthly | ax continuing ſtill the fame, 
but the number of Months being fiftitiouſly augmented, to make 
this Tax equal to the Expence. 

Nov the Inperial Matricula is a Roll kept in the Chancery 


of the Archbiſhop of Mentæ, firſt Elector and great Chancellor 


of the German Empire, containing the Names of all the Princes, 
and others, who as Feudataries of the Empire, are obliged to 
contribute to the publick Charge, according to a ſettled Rate. 
Divers Matriculas have been made at ſeveral times; the largeſt is 
that of the Year 1471, at which time Frederick the Third was 


Emperor, wherein are Regiſtred the Names of all who had 
Several 


the Matricula has accordingly been frequently altered. That which 


ſtandds at preſent was made in the Reign of Charles the Fifth. 


Beſides the ſeveral Councils of State, of War, and of the Finan- 


ces, or Treaſury, which conſtantly attend the Emperor's Per- 


ſon; there is a Fourth called the Aulick Council, whoſe Juriſ- 
+ diction extends throughout the whole Empire; it conſiſts of a 
Preſident, who is to be a Roman Catholick, a Vice-Chancellor 
to be preſented by the Elector of Mentæ, and Eighteen Aſſeſſors 


_- or Counſellors, whereof nine are to be Papiſts, and the reſt 


I Proteſtants, all nominated by the Emperor, for which Reaſon 
this Tribunal is called His Court of Fuſftice, and as Supreme 


I. 


Judge of all Cauſes that are brought into it, he may preſide here 


as well as in the Imperial Chamber, and Pronounce and Sign its 
Decrees in his own Perſon, whenever he is preſent. The Preſi- 
- dents of the Aulick Council, and the Imperial Chamber, re- 
pPreſenting the Emperor's Perſon, bear an Imperial Scepter as 
_ = an Enſign of their Office. 15 
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eſt Tribunal in Germany, is over the whole Empire, and all 
Cauſes brought before it by the Members and Subjects of this 
great Body are judged here without Appeal. It was anciently 
an Itinerant Court, ſitting ſometimes in one City, and ſome- 
times in another. In the Year 1530 Charles the Fifth fix'd its 
Reſidence at Spire, which he confirmed in 1548, declaring it 


ſhould not for the future be removed to any other Place without 


the Conſent of the States of the Empire, unleſs it were in Caſe of 
War or Peſtilence. The Imperial Chamber accordingly continu- 
ed there till the Year 1688, and as that Court takes no Cogni- 
ſance of Foreign or Inteſtine Wars, and meddles with nothing 
but the diſtributing Juſtice to the Subjects of the Empire, it 
was not moleſted either by Domeſtick or Foreign Troops du- 


ring all the Wars and Diſturbances that happened ſince Charles 


the Fifth; till ſuch time as Lewzs the Fourteenth of France, 


having in a moſt barbarous manner burnt and deſtroy'd Spire and 


ſeveral other Towns upon the Rhine, the Imperial Chamber 
was removed to Metglar. By the Treaty of Weſtphalia it was 
to conſiſt of a Chief Judge, who is to be a Prince, Earl, or Ba- 
ron of the Empire; Four Preſidents, whereof two to be Papiſts 
and two Proteſtants, and of Fifty Aſſeſſors or Counſellors, 
Twenty Six of them Roman Catholicks, and the reſt Proteſtants. 


The maintaining ſo many Officers having ſince been thought 
too great an Expence in troubleſome and difficult times, their 


number has been leſſened to a Fudge, tuo Preſidents, 


whereof one is a Roman Catholick the other a Proteſtant, and 


Fifteen Aſſeſſors, eight of them Papiſts and ſeven Proteſtants ; 
the Emperor Nominates the Judge, the two Preſidents and two 
of the Aſſiſfſors, the reſt are named by the Proteſtant Electors 
and the Imperial Circles. | | 
It will not be improper to add here ſome Obſervations upon 
the Title of Emperor of the Romans. Tho Otho, the firſt 
German Emperor, did not aſſume it till after his Coronation by 
Pope John the Twelfth, in the Year 963, yet it does not follow 
that he received from the Pope his Imperial Authority and a Right 
to the Government of the Empire. He was Proclaimed and 
Crowned Emperor of the Romans, as Charlemaigne had been, 
becauſe hc was actually in Poſſeſſion of Rome, and the Senate 
and People of that City Swore Allegiance to him ; the — 4 
im. 
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>? himſelf, as I have already mentioned, was his Subject. Orho 
called a Council at Rome, over which he preſided, and ſummon d 
the very Pope that had Crowned bim, to appear there and An- 
- ſwer to the Accuſations brought in againſt him; and the ill- ad- 
vis' d Biſhop refuſing to obey, was condemned for his Con- 
tumacy, and depos'd. So far was it then from the Pope's 
having any Right to intermeddle with the Emperor's Election, 

that Otho enjoyned the Senate and People of Rome not to con- 
cern themſelves with that of a Pope, and ordained that for the 
future none ſhould be choſen without the Emperor's Conſent. 
Such was theundoubted Right of Char/emaigne and his Poſterity, 
and of Orho and the ſucceeding German Emperors ; which they 
4 have loſt, together with their Power and Authority over Rome 


and the reſt of Italy. 
I have already related what Frederick the Furſt reply'd to Pope 

Aarian the Fourth, touching the Independency of the Imperial 
Crown. Frederick the Second us'd the Stile of Emperor before 
his Coronation, which was performed by the Biſhop of O/#za, 
.. Legate from Pope Honorius the Third. Others have taken the 
- fame Title, without ever being Crowned, Nadolphus the Firſt 
being adviſed to receive the Imperial Crown at Rome, after the 
Example of his Predeceſſors, reply'd, That Italy had been the 
Ruin of ſeveral Emperors of Germany; that he would not go to 
” Rome; that he was King and Emperor, and knew how to govern 


Lis Dominions without undertaking ſuch a Journey. Lewis of 


Bavaria was of the ſame Opinion, and affirmd, That whoever 
* was Elected by the unanimous Conſent of the Princes, or by a 
= Majority, he ought to be acknowledged and ſtiled, and actually 
2 was the true and lawful King and Emperor. At the Diet of Con- 
> ſtance, in the Year 1507, a Legate from the Pope preſt Maximili- 
an the Firſt to be Crowned at Rome; but the Emperor anſwer d, 


4 | He ſaw no occaſion for receiving the Imperial Crown from the 
Pope s Hands ; That this was but a meer Ceremony, and the 


Power and Authority of an Emperor was only derived from the 
. Choice the Eleftors and other States of the Empire made of his 
* Perſon to hold that great Dignity. 


HpPope Innocent the Third himſelf, who lived at the end of the 


2 Twelfth, and beginning of the Thirteenth Century, ſeems to 


3 haz been of that Opinion, tho? he did not want his Share of 
; 4 wake D | 


Pride 


F164 ; 
Pride and Arrogance. One of his Decretals, which is inſerted | 
in the Body of the Canon Law, does at leaſt very evidently im- 
. BY ply as much. If the Emperor, ſaith he, can - 
On + ray 10 not come to Rome 70 receive the Imperial Crown, 
8 ee. that Hall be no hindrance, but that by receiuing 
ö | il from the Hands of the Archbiſhop of Cologne, 
11 or even by the Authority to which he is intitled from his Ele- 
1 Ps without any. Coronation, be may Rule and Govern the 
1 ire. F 
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1 Whatever that Pope's Opinion might be; it is certain that Mari. 
Wines lian the Firſt, would never be Crowned by the Pope, tho he went 


ſeveral times into ah. Cbarles the Fifth, indeed, his Grand. 
ſon and Succeſſor, had the Crown put upon his Head at Bologne 
in the Year 1530 by Pope Clement the Eighth ; but ſince that 
time no Emperor was ever Crow nef by, the Pope. The Court 
of Rowe 10 Keep up cheir Ridicylous Pretenſions, will not al. 
low the full Title of Empcrer. to him that has not receiyed the 

Crown from the Pape himſelf or bis Legates, but call him only 


Emperor Elect, Electus Romanoru Imperator. If Charles the 
Fourth had not ſubmitted to the Pope in ſo ignominiqus a man- 
ner, one would wonder to ſee him, in che Golden Bull, allow the 
Emperor no other Title till; ſuch time as the Pope ſhall have 
Crowned him, than that of Ang of the Romans;.in which he 
makes uſe of the fame Stile as the Papes: do, Who haye ever 
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been the moſt inveterate Enemies to the Imperial Authority, and 
does in a manner renounce a Right that was eyer maintained by 
his Predeceſſors. But to ſpeak Truth, there is not any Emper- _ + 
or of the Romans now in being 3: the Emperors of Germany hare 
wholly loſt their Nc over the: City af Name; nor do 
they poſſeſs one Foot of Land in Ita; the moſt they can pre- 
tend to is the being Lords of ſome fe. Fiets but ſtilh ch 
keep.up a. Ticle and a Pretenſion till ap Gphertugith offers to 
make-r good, which when.they wil And, a Queſtion paſt my 
Skill to determine. > Fo Med. bn nas 
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the Imperial Throne, he us'd in his Life-timeto make him King 
of Italy, and that Title he ordinarily beſtowed upon his eldeſt 
Son, the Empire being then Hereditary. In the Year 813 
Charlemaigne ſecured the Succeſſion for his Son Lewzs, and cau- 
ſed an Oath of Allegiance to be Sworn to him in one of thoſe 
great Aſſemblies that were in uſe in thoſe Days. Lewis, when 
Emperor, did the ſame for. Lothaire, his eldeſt Son. The for- 
mer German Emperors of the Houſes of Saxony and Franconia, 
having always in view the making the Empire Hereditary to their 
Poſterity, us d to get their Children declar'd Kings, without any 
further Addition; it is probable the Words of Germany were un- 


derſtood; and this Title gave them a Claim to the Empire, 
ſince the time that Otrh obliged thoſe of Rome to take an Oath 
that they would not for the future acknowledge any Emperor, 
3 but who ſhould be a Prince of Germany ; which Rule was never 


1 
* 


broken above twice, when Richard Duke of Cornwall, and Al- 


pPhbonſo King of Caſtile were Elected, in the Year 12 57. It is now 
become a Standing - Law, that the Emperor and the King of the Re- 


mans are to be Germans. Francis the Firft, King of France, having 
declar'd himſelf a Candidate for the Empire, in oppoſition to Charles 
the Fifth, one of the principal Reaſons given for excluding him, 
was, his being a Foreigner, which was an Argument of ſo much 
the greater weight, that there could no other Inſtances be 
produc'd of the breaking that Rule, than of the two Princes 
aboye-mentioned, whoſe Elections moreover were always con- 


> reſted, 


- The Stile of King of the Romans, in the preſent Significati- 


on, meaning the Perſon intended for a Succeſſor to an Emperor 
in being, does not appear by Hiſtory to have been in uſe before 
the Twelfth Century. In the Year 1181, Frederick, one of the 
.., Emperors of the Houſe of Swabia, got Henry, his eldeſt Son, 
choſen King of the Romans; who did the ſame for Frederick the 
Second, his only Son, then a very young Infant. Henry dying 
in 1197, Philip of Swabia, his Brother, was declard Admint- 
ſtrator of the Empire, and Guardian to young Frederick. Pope 
Innocent the Third, who hated the Houſe of Swabia becauſe of 
the Diſputes that had been between Frederick the Firſt and the 
former Popes, made it his Bulineſs to deprive it of the Empire. 
> Some Prelates and Princes, by his Inſtigation, Elected 


Ortho, 
D 2 Duke 


| [ 28 ] 11 

Duke of the Lower Saxony, Emperor, who was of the Houſe 
of Brunſwick, that is ſtill. ſubſiſting ; other Prelates and Prin- 
ces adhering to the Houle of Swabia, confirm'd the Election that 
had been made of Frederick to be Emperor, and choſe Philip, 
his Guardian King of the Romans, the better to enable him to 
make good the Title of his Ward, who was not of an Age to 
do it himſelf, Pope Innocent the Third the rather aſſiſted Ortho, 
becauſe he look d upon him as an inveterate Enemy to the Poſteri- 
ty of Emperor Frederick the Firſt, who had taken the Dutchy 
of Bavaria from the Houſe of E, whence Ortho was deſcen- 
ded, and had beſtow'd it upon another Family. This Pope Ex- 


communicated Philip in the Year 1199, and very Artfully and 


Induftriouſly taking Advantage of the Diviſions he had excited 


in the Empire, laid his Hands upon what we now call St. Peter's 


Patrimony, being that Territory which the Popes do now pre- 
tend toappertain to their See, by vertue of a Grant from the Em- 
preſs Maud, a famous Bigot, and Admirer of Pope Gregory the 
Seventh ; which Grant is forged, or at beſt unfairly procured 


from a Princeſs endued with more Zeal than Diſcretion, by an 


Ambitious and Enterprizing Pope, who took Advantage of a 
Woman's Weakneſs; and indeed the Emperors had with great 
Reaſon diſputed it with the Popes, for whatever Maud poſleſs'd 
was undoubtedly a Fief of the Empire, which it was not in her 


; Power to alienate; but Innocent the Third, as I was ſaying, im- 
it proving the Opportunity of thoſe Diſſentions in Germany, made 


himſelf abſolute Soveraign of it. | 5 | 

Philip, after the gaining of great Adyantages in War over 
Otho, at length made Friends with him and the Pope, in the 
Year 1206; he left Innocent in Poſſeſſion of what he had uſurp- 
ed, Marry'd his Daughter to Ot ho, and ſhamefully forſaking his 
Nephew Frederick, conſented that his new Son- in-Law ſhould 
be Emperor after his Death. Philip died two Years after, and 
Ortho accordingly being declared Emperor, was Crowned at 
Rome in 1209. Innocent, before he would place the Crown up- 
on his Head, made him Promiſe that he would let the Church 
of Rome enjoy what ſhe had Inherited from the Counteſs Maud, 


known by the Name of St. Peter's Patrimony. This was the 


Riſe of the Pope's Temporal Sovereignty; they did not make 
themſelves Maſters of Rome till ſome Years afterwards, in the 
2 | | time 
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time of Emperor Rodo/phas the Firſt, which they likewiſe owe to 


— 


CF) 


. Civil Diffentions that were begun in that City by the two Par- 
ties we have mentioned under the Names of Gibelins and Guelphs. 


Otho ſoon repented him of his great Liberality to the Pope, and 
ſought to regain the Imperial Territories in Italy; Innocent the 
Third thereupon Excommunicated him in 12 10, and prevailed 


vith the Princes of Germany to advance to the Imperial Seat 
Frederick, Duke of Swabia, and King of Naples and Sicily, 


+, whom the Emperor Henry the Sixth, his Father, as we have al- 


rcady related, had made King of the Romans in his Life. time. 


Thus in the Year 1214 Otho was oblig d to reſign the Empire to 


Frederic, and retir'd to Brunſwick, where he died four Years 


aſter. | 3 
Frederick the Second attempted to recover the Territories and 


a the Rights his Predeceſſors had enjoy'd in 1ta/y, which occa- 


ſion'd very ſharp Diſputes between him and ſeyeral ſucceeding 
- Popes z he underwent divers Excommunications, and what was 
worſe, ſome Princes of Germany, at the Pope's Infligation, 
Elected another Emperor, as I have already related, but he 
maintained his Crown againſt the Papal Attempts and Thun- 


ders of the Vatican. Henry and Conrad, his two Sons, were one 
after the other Elected Kings of the Romans in his Life-time. 
Since his Death, which happened in the Year 1250, none was 


advanced to that . for above a whole Century. In the 
Tear 1376, Charles the Fourth, who granted the Golden Bull, 
that had been ſo carefully framed, to prevent the Empire's be- 


coming Hereditary, yielded to the Ele&ors ſo many Royal Pri- 


vileges and good Towns, that by this Largeſs he prevailed with 


them to Ele& Venceſlaus, his Son, King of the Romans; a Fa- 
vour they had, in 1291, deny*d to Rodolphus the Firit, who ask'd 


it for his Son Albert, Duke of Auſtria. After Wenceſlaus, the 


Hlecting a King of the Romans was again laid aſide for above a 


hundred Years. | ; 
At the Diet held at Franckfort in the Year 1485, Frederick 
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the Third obtained this Dignity for his Son Maximilian; who 
in the Diet of Augsbourg, in 1518, did in vain endeayour to 
procure it for Archduke Charles, his Grandſon- The Houſe of 


Auſtria was then become ſo powerful, that it was thought dan- 


gerous to the Liberty of Germany to ſuffer it to gain an Heredi- 


tary Right to the Empire. Charles 


t o 
Charles the Fifth found it neceſſary to employ all his Power and 
Intereſt to ſecure the Election 5 8 Brother Ferdinand, which 
was Diſputed by the Proteſtants, who had entred into a Confede- 
racy at Smallaldem in the Lear 1530. Albert of Brandenbourg, 
Archbiſhop and Elecor of Mentz, did that Year, by the Empe- 
ror's Order, Szene ern Meeting at Cologne, io 
proceed to the Election of a King of the Romans. Ferdinand was 
choſen by a Majority in the be 0 the Lear following: But 
Frederick Elector of Saxony, Erne Duke of Lunenbourg, Philip 
Landgrave of Heſſe, William and Lewis Dukes of r 
open Complains of this Proceeding, alledging it to be a manife 
Infraction of the Golden Bull, by which the Elector of Mentæ has 
Power to Summon an Aſſembly of this Nature, at ſuch Times 
only when the Empire is Vacant, and That a Month after the 
Death of an Emperor. In the Year 1534 the Archbiſhop of 
 Mentz and Count Palatine of the Rhine began a Negotiation to 
accommodate Matters, and a Treaty was at length concluded upon 
the following Conditions; That the Elector of Saxony and the 
10 e reſt of thoſe Princes ſhould acknowledge Ferdinand King of the 
Wh] e Romans ; That before any future Election of a King of the 
100 Romans in an Emperor's Life: time, the Electors and fix Tem- 
< poral Princes of the Empire thould firſt meet to conſult upon the 
« Neceſlity of ſuch an Election; That if it was judged neceſſary, 
e then the EleQors only ſhould proceed to a Choice; That the 
« King'of the Romans elect ſhould not take upon him the Admi- 
ec niftration of any part of the Government of the Empire, other- 
c wiſe than as he ſhould be Authorized thereunto by the Em- 
« peror, to whom alone the Princes and States of the Empire owe 
« Allegiance ; And that no more than three Kings of the Romans 
* ſhould be elected in this manner out of any one Family.” 
This laſt Article hath not been obſerved, for Maximilian the 
Second, Nodolphus the Second, Ferdinand the Third, his eldeft 
Son Ferdinand who died before him, and Fo/eph the preſent Em- 
peror, all of the ſame Family, have ſince been choſen Kings of 
the Romans during the Lives of the Emperors their reſpective Fa- 
thers. 1 
By the Capitulations of the Emperors Ferdinand the Second, 
Ferdinand the Third, and Leopold, the EleQors were allowed to 
chuſe a King of the Romans in their Life-time, and even without 
| N | their 


31 ; 


and | | their Conſent, if they * it neceſſary for the Good of the 
nich E This Condition is expreſſed as follows in the XXXVIth 
ede- Article of the Capitulation made by the late Emperor at Franc- 


rg, +» fort, in the Lear 1658. We will not pretend to, nor claim 
npe- "an Hereditary Succeſſion to the Imperial Dignity, nor Gall 
to 1 we challenge any ſuch Right to our ſelves, or any of our 
Was | Heirs, or Succeſſors, or other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ; 
But we will leave to the Electors, on Succeſſors and Heirs 
lip 4 ar every, their Right. of Electing - King of the Romans, 
a F according to the Tenour of the olden Bull, ro be by them 


fe * choſen whenever they ſhall e it neceſſary for the Preſer- 

bass e of the. Haden age 25 of the Empire, and of this 

+ preſent Capitulatian, or that it may atherwiſe be requiſite for 

* the 22 of the Holy Empire, even . an Emperor's 

of _ Life, with or rome his * 1: b 

to „ The King of the Romans Authority can. c no great mat · 
2 

ya cep nee it en all ee dee a5 Kewperon bar 18 

the whoſe Continnance in Gera ee 

the the Emperor s Name, by his C mg. nſent, or —_ Vas 
doe of is Co 192 105 15 ele le el Ge for his Pro- 


m- zmperor indeed. goes, 9 ermam, then 
the the King of the Romans governs during bis. Abſence. ; he Sum- 
ry, mons the Diets with the Conſent of the ne den preſides in 
he thoſe Aſſemblies, and 80 15 An he thinks fit. Her- 
n- Anand the Fiſt, and his 6 950 K. ae within 
* the Empire, and enjoy ing — a this that they were 


always able to govern in TE own Perſons; there was no 
need of giving them a King of the Romans to aſſiſt theni in 
the Government or to ſupply; their Places during their Ab- 
y.” __ ſence or Incapacity. If therefore theſe Princes puevailed with 
he the Electors to chuſe a King of the Romany; it cauld be with 


ft m0 other view than to keep the Imperial Dignity in their. Fa 
n- milxy, and to make it. as. much Hereditary as they could, in 
of which we not been altogethar unſucceſsful. We have 
+ now bo 1 5 Emperors ſuceeſhyely, af the Houſe of Au- 

3 friay t tots are ſenſible of t ee 
d, , Imperial Kae 81 barer dee e ee 
* e e Electors themſelyes ge, became vg powerful, tha 

/ 42 2 — 
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are under no Apprehenſion of any ill Conſequences from it. 1 
To which may be added, that the Empire has two fo formi- * |} 
dable Enemies, the Great Turk and the French King, by one of | 
whom, and ſometimes by both, it is frequently Attack'd, that, 
in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, there is a neceflity for a ] 
Prince to be at the Head of the Empire, who is able of Him- 1 
ſelf to contribute largely to its Defence. The Chief of the ] 
Houſe of | Auſtria in Germany is the only great Prince in 
Chriſtendom that can make ſome Head againſt the Al- t 
tempts of the Turks, and the Ambition of the French, with- _ x 
out giving too much Jealouſie to the Germans; and even al! 2 
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he is able to do would prove very little againſt two ſuch Ad. 
verſaries, were he not powerfully aſſiſted by the Princes of the 
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Lt Empire, England, and the States- General. 
ih The King of the Romans particular Privileges amount to 
[11 no more than the granting fome few inconſiderable Favours. 


He is ſtiled, Royal! Majeſty and Aaguſt; the Title of Ever 
Auguſt is reſerved for the Emperor alone. When the Em- 
peror dies, the King of the Romans ſucceeds him of Right, 
without any need of a new Election, or any Confirmation. 
Maximilian the Second, dying at the Diet of Ratisbon, in 
1576, Rodolphus the Second-his Son, who had been choſen 
King of the Romans two Years before, being preſent in that 
Meeting, immediately ordered the Harbingers to wipe off the 
Chalk from the Door of his own Lodgings, which was, For 
his Royal Majeſty, and to make the Mark, For his Imperial 
o 


II The Diviſion of the ſeveral Members of 
oo 9 We mo of = . 3 ow = 
i , leges, is but of a freſh Date. It is ſaid to 
Hades. * 88 — begun in the Diet held at Franc- 
2, 1, fort” in the Year 1586, in the Reign of 
Rodotphus the Second. Not but there were long before Princes 
of the Empire and Imperial Towns; but they were not look'd 
upon as diſtinct Bodies, nor did they form ſeparate Aſſemblies *? 
when they were 'Suminoned to a General Imperial Diet : 
But the Electors, as foihe Authors affirm, having begun 
to 
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Affairs of the Empire: 
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and of the Rights that appertain to each of them, being prior 

to the Treaty of Veſiphalia, they were confirm'd by the Eighth 
Article of that Treaty, and by the Capitulations fince made by 
the Emperors, who are theredy obliged to ſee the ſaid Treaty 
ſtrictly obſerved. | 


[331 


to meet by themſelves for the Election of an Emperor, pretended 
likewiſe to a Right of conferring together in private upon other 
The Princes and Imperial Towns 
proteſted againſt this as an Innovation; and the Electors, whoſe 


| . Power was daily increaſing, ſince the Golden Bull and the 
lmperial Capitulations, not regarding their Proteſtations, the 


Princes and Towns likewiſe reſolved to Aſſemble by themſelves, 
and thus the three ſeveral Colleges were formed. Whether 
this Account may be depended on, I know not; but letting that 
paſs, certain it is, that the Eſtabliſhment of the three Colleges, 


by 


Ihe Golden Bull gave the firſt Riſe to the now overgrown 
Power of the Electors, which has been ſince confiderably- in- 
\ creaſed by the late Capitulations ; the Candidates for the Impe- 
rial Crown making therein much larger Conceſſions than they 
would otherwiſe have done, to gain their Votes and Intereſt. 
They now pretend to be upon an equal Foot with other Sove- 
* reigns, and almoſt in the fame Rank as Crowned Heads. I can- 


not help being ſurpriſed ro ſee very judicious and learned Au- 


thors countenance ſo . unreaſonable a Pretenſion. 
the Electors from time to time have obtain'd divers Royal Prero- 


It 1s true, that 


gat ives, and ſuch as ſeem to belong only to Sovereigns, which 
it were needleſs to enumerate in this place, fince they are to be 
found elſewhere ; but at the ſame time it muſt be owned, that 
there are ſtil] ſome Remains of their ancient Dependency, and 


that, in truth, they are to this Day not only Vaſſals, but even 


1 


_aSubjefFs of the Emperor and the Empire. 
heir Sovereignty falls very much ſhort of that of a meer Feu- 
datary King, ſuch as the King of Naples, who holds his Crown 


from the Pope. The Power of ſuch a Vaſſal is bounded by no 
other Limits than what are preſcribed by ancient Laws, and the 


Fundamental Conſtitution of the State. When once he has 


daeone his Homage, received the Inveſtiture, and paid a certain 
„ *FTribute, he has no further — y upon the Lord of 


the 
Fief. 
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[34] 
Fief. But the Caſe of an Elector is far different: Tho' he may 
Coin Mony with his own Stamp, he cannot alter the Value of 
it, nor order any other Species to be Coyn'd, than ſuch as are al- 


low'd to be Current in the Empire: He cannot of his own private 


Authority aboliſh, leſſen or augment the Cuſtoms, or other Du- 


ties that are eſtabliſh'd throughout the Empire. All Alliances, 


Offenſive or Defenfive Leagues, and Treaties of Neutrality 
which he makes with his Colleagues and other Princes of the 


Empire, or with Foreign States, are under this Reſtriction, either 


expreſly declared, or tacitly implied, “ That they ſhall not in- 
« terfere with any thing that may directly or indirectly con- 
&« cern the Emperor and Empire, to whom they have Sworn Al- 
« legiance. If after a Treaty of Alliance or Neutrality made 
by an EleRor with a Prince of the Empire or a Foreign State, 
the Emperor and Empire come to declare War againſt ſuch 
Ally, the Elector, notwithſtanding ſuch Treaty, thall be bound 
to furniſh his Quota either in Troops or Mony, according to 
the Imperial Matricula, for carrying on the War; of which there 
have been ſeveral Inſtances in the late Wars between the Empire 
and France. | „ 

In ſhort, an evident Mark of the Dependency of Electors, 
1s, that the Emperor may put them under the Imperial Ban, 
and deprive them of their Eſtates and Dignity. Charles the 
Fifth and Ferdinand the Second did it after a very abſolute 
manner, one to John Frederick Elector of Saxony, and Philip 
Landgrave of Heſſe, in the Year 1546; the other to Frederick 
Elector Palatine, Fohn-George Marquis of Brandenbourg-Fa- 
gernſdorf, Chriſtian Prince of Saxe- Anhalt, and George-Fre- 
derick Earl of Hohenlo, in 1621. The Electors frightned by 
theſe two Proſcriptions, reſolved to prevent the like for the 


future, by inſerting the following Article in the Capitulation 


. with Ferdinand the Third, in the Year 1636. We 
will not permit or ſuffer hereafter the Proſcribing of any Per- 
Jon of what Quality or Condition ſoc ver, whether an Elector, 
4 Prince, or other Perſon, in whatſoever Manner, or for 
whatever Cauſe, until ſuch Perſon fhall have been heard in 
his Defence, nor without the Knowledge, Advice, and Con- 


ſent of the Princes Electors of the Holy Empire, &c. The 
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| XXVIIIth Article of the late Emperor Leopolds Capitulation is 
of to the ſame purpoſe. | 

al. This was the Method taken by the preſent Emperor his Son, 
ate when he lately put under the Ban of the Empire the Electors of 
Ju- Cologne and Bavaria; except as to their being Heard: But 
des, then the two Capitulations laſt mentioned will juſtifie this, 
ity having in them the following expreſs Clauſe, which immedi- 
the _ ately follows the former. But if the Fact be of it ſelf Open 
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her and Notorious, and that the Diſturber of the Publick Peace 
in _ do obſtinately perſiſt in his Offence, although in ſuch Caſe there 


one 4 * need no other Conviction z yet we will even then impart it in 
Al. the manner above-mentioned, to thoſe Electors of the Empire 
that ſhall be unconcerned, before we proceed to an actual Ba- 
niſoment, and we will not come to any Reſolution without 
ich #heir Advice and expreſs Conſent being firſt had, This Form 
nd was obſerved in relation to the two Brothers, the EleRors 
to | laſt named, and they were regularly put under the Imperial 
ere 1 Ban. | BN 9] 


gy 


ire It is ſtrange to me, that any one, after this, can aſſert the 


151 | | ſcribes him, and diſpoſes of his Eſtate and Dignity. Ano- 


* 


to the ancient Conſtitution of that Government, and at the 
8 42 E 2 | ſame 
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ſme time are exerciſirg the moſt Arbitrary Power in the World 
over thoſe who live in their Dominions. : | | 

I muſt not omit mentioning in this Place, that the Emper- 
ors have been ſo weak as to ſuffer the Pope's Robbing them 
of a conſiderable part of their Soveraignty over the Eccl: ſi- 
aſtical Electors and Princes. When the Church, by the Libe- 
rality of Charlemaigne and his Succeſſors, who in this ſnew'd 
more Diſcretion and Policy than ſome will allow, became poſ- 


ſeſſed of conſiderable Fiefs, the Emperors reſerved to them- 


ſclves the Right of giving them the Inveſtiture thereof, which 
was done by putting into their Hands a Ring and Craſier, 


or Paſtoral Staff. It is well known what Noiſe the Diſputcs 


upon this Subject made in the time of Pope Gregory the 
Seventh, and ſome of his Succeſſors. The Emperors at length 
were oblig'd to yield to this, That the Prclatcs ſhould 
«only Swear Allegiance to them“. The Popes afterwards made 
a further Attempt to get the Biſhopricks and all other Church 
Livings into their own Hands, by aboliſhing all Elections, and 


uſurping a Right of granting all Benefices by their own Au- 


thority, and to whom they ſhould think fit. Endeayours were 
uſed to redreſs this, in the Council held at Baſil, in the Year 
1430 ; but the Popes never would conſent to the Reformati- 
on of any Abuſe, from which an Advantage might accrue 
to them. Charles the Seventh, King of France, did hereup- 
on make what they call the Pragmarick Sanction, by which 
the Antient Diſcipline might at leaſt be in ſome meaſure reſto- 
red within his Kingdom; but the Popes never were at reſt till 
they got this Sanction aboliſh'd, which Leo the Tenth at length 
brought to paſs, and prevail'd with King Francis the Firſt 
to make a Concordatum or Agreement with him, which to this 
Day is obſerved in France in all that concerns the Church and 
Eccleſiaſtical Perferments. The Germans made as heavy Com- 
plaints as the French of the Papal Uſurpations, and the Grie- 


vances of the German Nation being laid before the Council 


of Baſil, Pope Nicholas the Fifth, to appeaſe them, made 
that German Concordatum with the Emperor Frederick the 
Third, which has already been mention d. b 


[ 37 ] 

By this Agrcement the Pope has not only refery'd to him- 
ſelf the Power of confirming the Elections of Archbiſhops, 
= - Biſhops and Abbots, but alſo that of deciding the Validity of 
their Election, of declaring it Defective if he finds it not a- 
greeable to the Rules of the Canon Law, and of diſpoſing in 


De- uch Caſe of Biſhopricks and Monaſteries; as likewiſe in ano- 
d ther, which is when the Biſhop, or Abbot Elect, neglects to 
al. Demand the Pope's Confirmation within a Month and Twenty 
m. + Days, to be computed from the Date of his Election; ſo that 
ch u pon ſome occaſions the Pope has it in his Power to Nomi- 
r, nate Electors and Princes of the Empire; to which may be 
(s da added, that the Emperor is not to receive the Oath of Alle- 
he giance of the Eccleſiaſtical Electors and Princes, nor to give 
th them the Inveſtiture of their Fiefs, till the Pope hath confir- 
d med their Election. | | 

le The Electoral Dignity being annex'd to the Archbiſhopricks 
h of Mentz, Cologn and Triers, in ſuch a manner that it is in- 
d ſeparable from them, I cannot ſee how the Proſcription of 
ii © Prince Clement of Bavaria, Elector of Cologne, can be Valid: 


e For the Pope pretending that the Right of depriving Biſhops 
appertains to him alone, ſo long as Prince Clement being in 
- Epiſcopal Orders is not depriv'd by the Pope, he is till 
.- Archbiſhop of Cologne, and conſequently Elector. I know 
there is a Diſtinction commonly receiy'd in the Schools of 
Germany, That the Hection of the Chapter makes the Archb:- 
op, and the Emperor's Inveſtiture makes the E /eFor, by which 
Rule Prince Clement might ſtill be Archbiſhop, and at the ſame 
time have forfeited the Electoral Dignity. But others al- 
lege, that this Diſtinction is directly contrary to the very Let- 
ter of the Golden Bull, which ſays, «© That the Electoral Dignity 
( ſhallbe annex d to the Archbiſhopricks of Mentæ, Triers and 


. Cologne”; whence it follows, That the Perſon Elected to ei- 
ther of thoſe Sees cannot be an Elector without being 
Arxchbiſhop, nor Archbiſhop but he muſt at the ſame time 
bdbe an Elector. Several Inſtances are alſo produc'd of Arch- 
biſhops of thoſe Sees, who, being only Ele&ed by the re. 
ſpective Chapters, have Voted at the Election of Emperors, 
before ever they bad taken any Oath of Allegiance, or re- 

ceived 
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38 4 | 
ceived any Inveſtiture; by which it ſhould ſeem that the In- 


veſtiture does not make the Elector. Theſe Difficulties would 


make one apt to think that Prince Clement's Affair will at the 
next Treaty of Peace be brought off more caſily than that 


of his Brother, and that the Emperor, to avoid Con- 


tentions with the Court of Rome, will ſooner be preyail'd 
with to recal the Archbiſhop than the Duke from Baniſh- 
ment. . TY = | | 

It is ordain'd by the Twelfth Chapter of the Golden Bull, 
that the Electors ſhall meet once every Year to make Proviſi- 
on for the Emergencies of the Empire; but this has not been 
obſerv d for a long time. The Capitulation of CHarles the 
Fifth, and thoſe ſince his time, ſay only, Thar the Emperor 
ſaall allow the Electors to Aſſemble, in purſuance of the Golden 


Bull, when they may conveniently do it, and as often as they ſhall 


judge it neceſſary for the Welfare off the Empire; that he "5 
not binder them, nor concerve any. Diſpleaſure at the EleFors 
in general, or any one of them in particular, upon this Account. 
This kind of Meeting is call'd a Collegiate, as that for the 
Election of an Emperor, or King of the Romans, is ſtiled an 


Electoral Diet. 


I muſt beg leave to add one Obſervation touching the Govern- 
ment of the Empire during an Interregnum, or an Emperor's Ab- 
ſence; neither of which have happened fince Charles the Fifth. 
Several famous Authors ſeem to haye fallen into a Miſtake about 


this Matter: The Text of the Golden Bull, Chapter the 


Fifth, runs thus. M hene ver the Empire ſhall become vacant, 
the Illuſtrious Count Palatine of the Rhine, High Steward of 
the Holy Empire, ſhall be Vicar of the Empire in Swabia, Fran- 
conia, and upon the Rhine, by reaſon of his Principality, or 
by Vertue of the Privilege annex d to the Palatinate in parti- 
cular .. .. It is alſo Our Pleaſure that the Illuſtrious 
Duke of Saxony do enjoy the ſame Vicarſhip in allplaces where 
the Saxon Law is obey'd, &c. Here is no room for any 
Diſpute, the Words of the Bull are plain, and will ad- 
mit of no Diſtinction or forced Interpretation. The Count 


Palatine of the Rhine, and Duke of Saxony, are the only 


Vicarsduring an Interregnum, when the Empire becomes yacant 


ym pt 


s £ 


| ͥ an: 
by the Death or Depoſition of an Emperor, which laſt was the 


uld Caſe after the Sentence of Depoſition pronounced againſt Wen- 
he ceoſlaus, as J have before related. 2. | 
nat 1 But what is this Privilege particularly annexed to the Pa- 
N- latinate? Why may we not ſuppoſe it to be, that he ſhould 
I'd be ſole Vicar of the Empire during the Emperor's Abſence out 
h- of Germany? The Emperor Rupert, or Robert, going into 
| Italy in the Year 1401, entruſted the Vicarſhip of the Empire 
ll, to Lewis Earl Palatine his Son, according to ancient Cuſtom : 
ſi- For theſe are the Words of his Commiſſion. Precipue ad- 
en vertendum eſt a Divis Imperatoribus & Regibus prædeceſſo- 
he ribus noſtris hactenus fuiſſe obſervatum ac etiam de jure Comi- 
w tatus Palatinatus Rheni fuiſſe. & eſſe, quod cum Romanus 
en Imperator vel Rex ultra montes in ltaliam ingreſſus fuerit, 
4. in ipſius abſentia Vicariatum Imperii in Germania, Gallia & 
11 Regno Arelatenſi ad Comitem Palatinum Rheni pertinuiſſe & 


FS. pertinere, &c. Yet if the Right of being Vicar-General, du- 
7T7TJ.. ring the Emperor's Abſence, belong'd indiſputably to the Earl 
I += Palatine, why did Robert delay the granting him that Com- 
n > miſſion, 'till after the Matter had been debated in an Aſſembly 
= of the Electors, Princes, and other States of the Empire? I 
do not find who were Vicars in the: Abſence of the Emperors 
Sigiſmund, Frederick the Third, and Maximilian the Firſt. 
Tn the Year 1522, Charles the Fifth going out of the Empire, 
thought he might appoint a Vicar-General to govern during his 
Abſence, and gave that Commiſſion to his Brother Ferdi- 
nand, who was not yet elected King of the Romans. It 
ſhould ſeem that the Earl Palatine complained of it, for the 
Emperor declared that this Commiſſion ſhould not prejudice the 
Rights of the Earl Palatine of the Rhine, which were after- 
wards confirmed by the Emperors Ferdinand the Firſt, Maxi- 
milian the Second, and Mathias. KR: | 
Upon the Death of Ferdinand the Third, the Duke of Ba- 
varia claimed the Vicarſhip of the Empire, by Vertue of the 
Treaty of Wefiphalia, whereby it is declared in expreſs Words, 
That the Eletforal Dignity heretofore enjoyed by the Eleffors 
Palatine, with all the Cifices, Prehemmences,  Precedencies, 
Arms and Rights thereunto belonging, without any Excep- 
| _- tion, 
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Ws fou, Hall remain to Maximilian Ear! Palatine of the Rhine 
1 and Duke of Bavaria, and to his Iſſue, &c. Charles. Lewis, 
13 Ele&or Palatine, on the contrary affirmed, „That the Vicar- 
114} - © thip was not annexed to the Electoral Dignity, but that by 
. | « the Golden Bull, and according to ancient Cuſtom, it apper- 
1 c taincd to the Earl Palatine, on account of his Principality, 
4 e and by Vertue of a Right particularly annexed to the Pala- 
1 « frtinate. All the other Electors gave it for the Duke of Ba- 
„ varia, whereupon the Imperial Chamber at Spire made uſe of 
„ a Seal, in which were the Arms of the Dukes of Bavaria and 
W's Saxony conjoined, and all its Decrees were made to run in 
11 their Names. N = | 
if | The Princes of the Empire are Eccle- 


119 VII. Of the Colleges ſiaſtical or Temporal. The former are 


Protection of ſuch as were more powerful, upon certain 
Conditions, and to own a Dependency upon their Prote- 
Cors, to have their Rights and Immunities preſerved from 
. the Encroachments of the Emperor, or ſome other Neigh- 
bouring Prince. This Right, which the more Potent have 
thus acquired over the Weaker, is called the Right of Advo- 

cacy or Protection. All Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal Princes 
may, by themſelves or their Deputies, Sit and Vote in the 
Imperial Diets. The College of Princes has its Director or 

Preſident, which Office is performed alternately by the Arch- 
duke of Auſtria and the Biſhop of Salt Sbourg. Beſides the 
. three Archbiſhops who are Electors, there were three more in 

Germany, Magdebourg, Bremen, and Salt=bourg ; but by the 
. | | : reaty 


* 


Ws Mb rior; Free % the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbots, Pro- 
1. — ol | voſts, Præpoſiti, the Great Maſter of the 
Teutonick Order, and the Grand Prior of Maltha; among 
che latter are numbred the Dukes, Marquiſſes, Earls, Land- 
WL graves and Burgraves. All who poſſeſs theſe Principalities 
1 are Members of the States of the Empire, enjoy more or 
Md leſs Preheminences and Privileges, and call themſelves Sove- 
14. reigns. Their Dependency is more or leſs, as they have 
1 been able to acquire more or fewer Privileges. Some of the 
(WEN weaker Sort have been obliged to put themſelves under the 
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| | Landgraves and Burgraves of the new Weſtern Empire, were 
9 : Officers and Magiftrates appointed by 


| HFHouſold, decided 


; F tain Province — along the Rhine in Germany. 
4 8 upon the total Decay of the Honſe of C Harlanaigues che Ems. 
pire came to be Diſinembred. theſe Officers ſecured to them 


| 1 elves the Territories to which they had been ſent to Com- 


3 via and Serbia, | 3 a9 
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Treaty of Weſtphalia the two former were made Temporal 
Principalities ; the firſt being annexed to the Electorate of 
bee and the other to the Crown of Suren: Se- 
A veral. Biſhopricks, Abbeys, and other Livings were likewiſe by 

the ſame Treaty taken from the Church, and granted to Swe. 

ps Brandenbourg, and other Proteſtant Princes; which oc- 
1 caſioned Chigi, Pope Innocent the Tenth s Nuncio, to pro- 


teſt againſt the Treaty. 


By their firſt Inſtitution the Del Marquiſſes, Earls, 


| the Emperor, They: 
1 held their Places during his Pleaſure, or at moſt for Life. 


7 1 A Duke commanded the Troops quartered in a Province: 
A Marquis was entruſted with the Guard and Defence of 


1 a Frontier, which was then called a March The Land- 


graves and Burgraves were conſtituted for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, and the Preſervation of the publick Peace, 


tboſe in a Province, and theſe in a City: The Earls, Comites: 


ö in the Roman Weſtern Empire, were: Officers of the Em- 


peror's Houſhold, who attended his Perſon; in the new We- 
ſtern Empire they were uſually Governors of Provinces. 
One of them, as High-Steward of the Emperor's: or King's: 

decided. all: Cauſes and Suits in the Palace, and 
was thence called Eari of tbe Palace or Palatine. Such were 


the Earl of Champaigne in France, and the Earl of a cer- 
When 


mand the Troops, Guard the Frontier, or Adminiſter Juſtice - 
The new Kings of France, Germany; Burgithdy; and Train 
came to a Compoſition with them, and being made Kings bů 
their Aſſiſtance, did, in Recompence, allow to retain what 
les had thus uſurped.” Hence came theſe ſeveral Dignities, 
| —— of which, was augniented in Germany Kahl and 
elſewbhere, by the ee of che ene rand of Seng, n 
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The Dukes, Marquiſſes, Earls, Landgraves and Burgrayes 
did-afterwards acquire divers Rights and Preheminences that 


in their Nature appertain to Kings and Soveraigns, thro? the 
indiſcreet Liberality or the Covetouſnefs of the Emperors, who 
gave, ſold and alienated thoſe Privileges, as they were led 
to it by private Intereſt: or particular Regards. The Princes 
of the Empire who are not Electors, as the Dukes of Brun/- 
wick, Lunenbourg, Wirtemberg, Pomeren, Mecklembourg, 
Holftein, the Landgraves of Heſſe, the Marquis of Baden, 
the Earls of Hobengollern and others, pretend to be Sovcraigns 
equally with the Electors themſelves. But their Indepen- 
dency and Privileges being more bounded, they are likewiſe 
in a greater Degree Subjects of the Emperor and the Em- 
pire. The Fendatary Princes in Ita) ſeem upon better 
grounds to claim the Soveraign Power; yet as the Emperor 
hath a Right to demand certain Contributions from them, 


and to put them under the Imperial Ban, I do not ſec how they 


can be abſolute Soveraigns; tho' in one thing their Indepen- 
dency is greater than that: of the Princes of Germany, That they 
are not under the Juriſdiction of the Imperial Chamber. CHarles 
Emanuel the Firſt, Duke of Savoy, uſed to ſay the Electors 
e noted ot ng ANG 1 97 
The Eccleſiaſtical Princes of the Empire are upon the ſame 
Foot in this reſpect with the Temporal.” The Biſhops, Ab- 
bots and others have obtained very extenſive Privileges from 


e 
fil 11a 772 


free and open-hearted Emperors, or purchaſed them with Mony 


from thoſe who wert needy; ar covetous Their Power and 
1 Was augmented, as the Imperial Authority de- 
creaſe 05 TITS bes a 1 · IT re 1715 7 - = 
It muſt be remembred in this place:that ſeveral Earls, Ab- 
bots Another Dignitaries of the Empire fic and Vote in the 


Gollege of Princes not as Princes, their Lands not bearing 


the Title of Prineipalities, but as Lords of Fiefs which chey 


held immediately. from the Emperor and the Empire. Some 


obtheſe Lords can gVHeitheir Vote ſingly, others have a Right 
but to one Vdte amodg a certain number of them. The Ab- 


beſſes whoſe Lands are immediate Fiefs of the Empire ſend 
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% Dignitaries of the Empire. 
TI here is little to be ſaid 


Diet, who have an equal Right of Sitting and 
Voting in the College of Princes with the Abbots and 5 other 
45 of Imperial Towns. Thoſe bear that 
Name which by Mony or other Means have procur'd to 
themſelves Rights and Privileges equal to the Princes of the 
Empire. They hold immediately from the Empire, and have a 
Right to makeBy-Laws among themſelves, to chuſe Magiſtrates 


within their reſpective Territories, to Coin their own Mony, to 
make Leagues and Alliances, and Treaties of Neutrality at 
home and abroad, as well as the Electors and other Princes of 


the Empire. If they become guilty of Rebellion or obſtinate 


| 5 Diſobedience to the Laws of the Empire, the Emperor may put 


them under the Imperial Ban, and deprive them of their Pri- 
vileges and Immunities. The Electoral College and that of 
Princes pretend that in matters of Importance the Votes and 
" Suffrages of the Imperial Towns are not to be admitted: The 
contrary is ſtifly maintained by the College of Imperial Towns, 
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_ who ground their Pretention upon the Eleventh Article, of the 
Treaty of Weſtphalia, that ſeems to allow them the ſame Rights 


and Privileges as are enjoyed by other States of the Empire. 
But as that Article ſeems to relate only to matters of Religion 


_ and Liberty of Conſcience, the Electors and other Princes will 


not admit of this as a ſufficient Proof. However tho? that Con- 


teſt remains undecided, the Imperial Cities do exerciſe this 


. Right as it were proviſionally ; their Deputies meet in a ſeparate. 
Chamber, and all Matters are debated there as in the other two 


Colleges. They fit upon two Benches, whereof one is called 


Pk 


the Bench of the Rhine, and the other the Bench of Swa- 


"I 
> 
38 
LE 
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bia. The chief Magiſtrate of the Imperial Town where 
+ the Diet is held, preſides in this College as Director: But 


it the Diet ſhould meet in a Town that is not Imperial, 
then Cologne and Ratisbonne, this the firſt Town of the 


f by - 
IP 


wb Rheniſh, and that of the Swabian Bench, do alternately nominate 
2 Director. | _ 1 | 
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we need not enlarge upon what relates to 
+ YU. Of che Gireler the Great Provinces of the Empire calfeq 
pire vets of rhe En. Circles, or to thoſe Aſſemblies we name 
r Diets, that is, Diurnal Seſſions of the Em- 
Pire; all which is amply treated of by other Authors. I ſhall 
wo mention that the Diviſion of the Empire into Circles began 
under Maximilian the Firſt, in the Year i509. They were at 
firſt but ſix in number; four more were ſince added; ſo that 
now the Empire conſiſts of theſe Ten Circles, viz. Auſtria, 
Burgundy, the Lower Rhine, Bavaria, Upper Saxony, Fran- 
conia, Swabia, the Upper Rhine, Senke: and Lower 
Saxony. Each Circle has one or more | 

Temporal for its Directors, with certain Officers to aſſiſt them. 
Theſe Directors ſummon the States of the Circle whenever they 
judge it neceſſary for them to meet, and together with their in- 
ferior Officers have the Care of what concerns the Good Go- 
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vernment, Publick Peace, Defence and Preſervation of the ſeve- 


ral Members of the Circle, the Obſervation of the Laws of the 
Empire, and the Execution of the Decrees of the Imperial 
Chamber. The Emperor as Arch-Duke of Auſtria is Director 


of the Circle of that Name, which contains the Hereditary Do- 


minions of that Houſe in Germany, except the Kingdom of Bo. 
hemia, that has its peculiar Laws and Immunities: The Circle 
of the Lower Rhine, called Electoral becauſe therein are in- 
cluded the three Ecclefiaſtical Electorates, and that of the Pa- 
latinate, has for its Directors the Archbiſhop of Mentæ, and 


the Earl Palatine of the Rhine: The Directors of the Circle of 


Bavaria, are the Duke of Bavaria and the Archbiſhop of Salt. 
bourg: The Circle of Saxony is under the Direction of the 


Duke of Szxony only: The Biſhop of Bamberg and Marquis of 


Bareith or Culembach are Directors of the Circle of Franconia: 
The Biſhop of Conftence and the Duke of Wittemberg, of the 


Circle of Swabia: The Biſhop of Worms and the Duke of Am- 


meren, a Principality that is now come by Inheritance to-the E- 


lector Palatine, have the Direction of the Circle of the Upper 


Rhine: That of Weſtphalia is under the Direction of the Biſhop 


of Munſter, and the Duke of Cleves and Fuliers; the two 1 
oms 


rinces Ecclefiaftical and 


„ 
doms laſt mentioned are now fallen to the King of Praſſia as 
| Eleftor of Brandenbourg, and the Elector Palatine as Dyke of 

= Newbourz, fo that they are both become Directors of this Circle 
Im- together with the Biſhop of Munſi r. The King of Sweden and 


hall the Elector of Brandenbourg, in the Right of the Biſhopricks of 
gan Bremenand Magdebourg, which they acquired in the manner above 
at mentioned, have 8 the Direction of the Cirele of Lower 
nat Saxony, jointly with the Eldeſt of the Princes of the Houſe of 
ia, 3 Brunſwick for the time being. As for the Circle of Burgundy, 
7. XZ which conſiſted of the County of Burgundy, otherwile called 
er the Franche County and the Seventeen Provinces of the Nether- 
nd lands, the King of Hain was its Soveraign and DireQor: But 


there have happened ſuch Alterations inthoſe Countries ſince the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth got them incorporated with the Em- 
pire by the Diet held at Aug sbourg in the Year 1548, that no 
more than the bare Name of ſuch a Circle is now exiſting. 
P Letus add a few Words concerning what we call the Im- 
perial Diet, which is a General Meeting of the States of 
the Empire. Tlie Emperor has a Right to Summon that Aſ- 
ſembly ; but then, by the Capitulation made with Ferdinand 
the Third, he is not to do it before he has, by a Special 
Deputation, required the Advice and Conſent of the Ele- 
Qors. He preſides in the Diet either in Perſon or by his 
Commiſſary; and the ſeveral Matters to be conſidered, are 
by him propoſed to the Three Colleges the firſt Day of their 
Meeting, which upon this Occaſion fit in the ſame Cham- 
ber. Then the Colleges ſeparate themſelves, and in their 
reſpective Houſes Debate of the Matters laid before them; 
which being done the three Colleges meet a ſecond time, and 
communicate to each other their Opinions and Debates: Whate- 
ver Reſolution they come tos is laid \befdre the Emperor, and if 
he approves of it, becomes what they call the Receſſe, Receſſus 
of the Diet, and obtains the force of an Imperial Conſtitution. 
I think what has been ſaid does clearly make out my firſt Pro- 
pofition, © That the Empire, which Originally was a Monarchy, 
« is now no more than a Common-wealth, and the Government 
« of it a meer Ariſtocracy. This great Body would ever be very 
| powerful 
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nder- 
and Agreement between the Head and the 62 pol Mem- 
But the Electors, Princes, and Imperial Towns, 

155 apprehenſive of the Increaſe of the Emperor's Power, — 
the ſeveral Members of the Empire have ſuch different and op- 
poſite Intereſts, that their Debates muſt neceſſarily be Dilatory ; 
and that perfect Union we have mentioned, will not Are 
great difficulty, if at all, be ever procured. 
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O Age 5. in the Margin, for Raduvius read Radevicus: P. 6. 
|. 23. for Guibelins read Gibelins P. 9. I. 2. for Ven- 
aus read Wenceſſaus; l. 7. dele of, l. 32. foe Navarre read 
laples : P. 14. 1. 2. for 1240 read 1210 |. 9, for Wickford 
ad Wickfort ; l. 27. for Winceſlaus read Wenceſlaus, I. 28. 
dr which read his: P. 15. Il. 10. for had Alienated him read 
ad been Alienateg; l. ult. for reveſted read reverted : P. 16. 
25. for Eſté read Eft: P. 18.1. 36. for Third read Second. 
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